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| - ERFVERIME THE NATURE OF GOD’S COVENANTS
(Robertson, pp. 3-15.)

5|& INTRODUCTION

AFEEL iy EE M4 Significance of the divine covenants in the Bible.
gl < ERE T4y Hy4E e - Explicit references: God made a covenant.

£l] Gen. 6:18
IRANEERITLY, IRERAVEE, BL5d 1, Slfm, B2 ATJT R

£l Gen. 15:18
EALH, BRRIZEE s (ARG 1749, &R, TREMGLSIRIVIR S » 185 Ko B HH AT 2 i,

H Ex. 24:8
FEFERMUBE S5 L, 87, IRE, B8N > EHRFEER E — Vs /R 14y
HIEIE.

=% Psalm 89:3

HHLFR FTHsERy AL T4, [RIFRHVEE KL &

HS Jer. 31:31
HRFOZERSR, H R 5], BB LIS RN R S,

& Luke 22:20
i IR SRR, 57, BN I SL A& B IR FR 2k .

ZJZA(EE ? What is a covenant?
HEg® R v > 25— - Biblical history = a unified whole.

e L EE (1Y) BT -

A covenant is a bond in blood sovereignly administered.

1. KB4 - ACOVENANT IS A BOND.

AIEANFEEETHY A4 - A covenant is a bond inviolable.

FAR: EECRHARA - A2 ITEUEEEHY BT SCERE HREY 0 Btk -
Etymology of the OT term for covenant — berith — proves inconclusive.

Yet, contextual usage of the term points consistently to “bond” or “relationship.”

VEEE EFEA - Ui BRSOl o (DRI - )

Always a person (either God or man) making a covenant.



It is another person who stands as the other party of the covenant, with few exceptions.
VPG BEERILELY o LA IR LAY

The formalixzing element essential for the establishing of all divine covenants =

A verbal declaration of the character of the bond being established.

God speaks to establish his covenant.

EamA ($EEY) 8 - Wt ES - Bt fIrRReEsE (NE) -

He speaks graciously to commit himself to his creatures, and to declare the basis on
which he shall relate to his creation.

- B9t o T4y, =45 -
The prominence of oaths and signs — underlines fact that covenant = a bond.
AR AFERIGE

A binding oath — takes various forms.

(@) 5% - Verbal oath

£l Gen. 21:23, 24, 26

23 WRAITANSAEEMAEE B PGS, RN B TREIRAY 5, IRAT T4 &
BRIERF TR, IRt IR R R B B 3 fE a2 Y ER.

24 G {AAIFEES, FRIBRRE L

26 notboREhEs, SE(FESE, TR, R A S, SHIATER T .

£l] Gen. 31:53
{EFREE A _ B A RIS RRAY_EAF, SR M FISCHIA_ AR, (R IRE R T H . et
FE& M SO LARPT A B2 1Y _EAE R,

‘! Ex. 6:8
AL E B4 oo 2R, DAL FE S AUARHE, IR L, RG4S IR FT R 3.
HHRAIZE.

H Ex. 19:8

BB ERR [0 B0, NUBRAIZE AT iy, PMal ST, EEPE LR B Aol 7 B A =E.

‘HEx. 24:3,7

3 EEPY LI, FHR AR < L EE R A3 B P R FE. T o s e, BRI Ry Iy,
A EB N EL T

7 USRS ETAERE. MR, ORI R IIAY, T

FH Deut. 7:8, 12

8 INHSAIEER IR, )N SF LA (R PIFIHATEEATE, B ARERY TR,
T R Z ZOROE IR P R R A2 HI T

12 fRFIERATEE B L i EE, S ST T, HOFNEE(R LA sl IR AL (e Ry R e Ay & <7

BA Deut. 29:13
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B, BN A RAT RER FRYES, SLRIRY R AR5, DS FTiERyE, 5 HILIR
TEMEY B, fAEIRAY 275

4% Ezek. 16:8
HAEIReF 246, B RIRMRFHE EBE R, (ERREHEEIRS b EEIRIYFREE. S
[FIREEE, BUREGEHE, IRstERi T, 122 EHPRIERAY.

(b) 3 TEL: DARETE T4y - Some symbolic action: Granting of a gift

£l Gen. 21:28-32

28 ni{AfI F I BRI SIAE—E.

29 mitboRENR s A fI 5=, RitE CETFER ST R, EEFE EIE ?

30 s, IREAE T Tz IE C BT, /EIRIZE RS,

31 ArLUth&a A T REAA U R (SR SR EHIHF) - KR Rt = ATE AR T

32 EH8H, BRFIZEEAn (AR 14Y, 5, FREIGEIRAVE S » 188 KT B ENAAIT 2 i,

(c.) DAHZE 114 - Eating of a meal

2l] Gen. 26:28-30

28 it "5, FATHARAN G A AIEE LR [EIAE, (5850, A 20PN e E e 174,

29 [EIRAFEAM, IEFAFIAR G TR, —HRMERFIR. AL BT IR LeZetiE. iR
SRR FIEE G TR T

30 DASHE Ryttt (FTRsctie ZE IS, M AP 1o 17

£l] Gen. 31:54
NAELL_ERRES, 55 0 S sk el . P2 T 8, (FAE L (TS

$HEx. 24:11
HHFAIIFEEYNEE S . M TEE 2, i g,

(d) ATTAETT4Y - Setting up of a memorial

£l] Gen. 31:44-45

44 FREE, IRER B LATLEY, fEIR B Y.
45 ﬁ”%%\?ji — A BT

= Josh. 24:27

Ly no AR, B, B n] DA EAMIE RS, R A ST 5 1 HE A= Ay i £
H— U5, MER s EARFIEY B, EauEst o] DAaRFIE REE. (MEia =5 ERT
DA M E Ras, AR EE AR L)

(e) LLREIM 174y - Sprinkling of blood
*H Ex. 24:8



FEPS IR S b, 5, IR, BRI SIRIIL, P AEE S — D) sh B R M 1L4YHY
BB

() DUBkZ3 714y - Offering of sacrifice
=% Psalm 50:5
s, THERIRAVEE R BT E MK, Bl AP F & B I &IHT .

(9) 7R F4KHETI4Y - The passing under the rod
&t Ezek. 20:37

HEIRFIFERL N 4L, (EIRFILIR.

(h) LLEEGHENTI4Y - Dividing of animals

gl Gen. 15:10, 18

10 s ARRLEL 75205, REEER, Tyl -, — P — ] L ERICHE
5.

18 EARH, ERFIEEEA (A RETI4Y, 3, FRESFLAIRINIE T, 188 KT B EUA AT 2 #,

FEE [ I1Y: SEREAVESTE -

Oath/covenant: parallelism of construction

FH Deut. 29:12
Ry BATIRGERSFIZE (R B2 < H ER{RATILAVEY, [ {RAmEERTE.

F T 1l Kings 11:4
A, BB HRARF T2 ARUAUF] A (SRR ) FIEEm iy Gt B e =2k, SR THD
FIZERV RS, B4y, (R E AR A EE R &, SORF Y a4t E,

#£_E 1 Chron. 16:16
St B (AU ZE AT TLAVEY, [0 DU E Ay

=% Psalm 105:9
St B ni (AU ZE AT I AYAY, 8 DA FTREAY

=% Psalm 89:3, 4
3 FREAFRFTHREEy AL T4, MERAVEE A KEE 7.
4 IREETIRNR B, K, BRIV E R, HEEA

¢t Ezek. 17:9
{REER, THOAIEEAIIEER, SR a B SRS ITIE ? ES A I EIR AR LR ENRT
{HEAEZ, (TS EEE Sz T 2 R AR IR R ERIFR K.

A > T4 = i -
In these cases, the oath interchanges with the covenant, and the covenant with the oath.



2. RLUMEEEE - A COVENANT IS ABOND IN BLOOD.

1R R NR VA SN ES T

Bond-in-blood: ultimacy of the commitment between God and man in covenant context.
Sl T4y ) BASEIRRRY -

Implications of bonds extend to ultimate issues of life and death.

AR o L&Y =T (BF) 49 -

Life-and-death intensity of divine covenants: “to make a covenant” literally reads:

“to cut a covenant.”

(@) B% / 14y FEPH 4% - References to “to cut a covenant” in the Law (Pentateuch)
£l Gen. 15:18
EHVH, HBFIEE B o (R TL4Y, 55, FRESGEATRAVIR B s SoR B EHH AR 2 M,

£ll Gen. 21:27, 32
27 s AU F A4 4G T aa bR e, A &Y.
32 MAFHERIZENL T4, setoRENEM - RIFEHE S » [FFER L T

£l] Gen. 26:28
HAFIEs, FRAMBHEAM S RIS FISEEL IR [SIAE, (HaR, N AFRATW N Rz LB &R 14y,

2l Gen. 31:44
SREE, IR A 0T DATLEY, fERI P RS .

H Ex. 23:32, 34
AN AFIAHLAFAG AP EY 4.

H Ex. 24:8
FEPERIUREAE 45 L, 58, IR, BN, EHRAIEERE — V) sREL IR M 118
B

H Ex. 34:10, 12, 15, 17

10 ARANEERR, FREILLY, BAE G AT e RIS, BEBMER T AR ETHY
FEVRVUEIEYS N R EE RHCAIEEAYIE By, INFR A RATT THYE AT S REAY 5.

12 (RERENE, A Al EARFr BZAHAE RRIL&Y, RUMAR R IR A 44,

15 R IRELARH Y fa BRIZ&Y, EAEREfE Py, gErT A2, SAEMMIEytHAa AR,
IR {EEAH Y 259,

17 A0 Ry H Cais e

EA Deut. 4:23
TRMZEREE, i SECHRFIEE IR P _ B s B (FIFT ILAVEY, By B CREZIE G2 BRI EE
R B PR IR R IERYAER G



EH Deut. 5:2, 3
2 B AIEE APy s AR Z UL L B AT 174
3 IBAIANEHEAIFIEILHY, SIS HIEE R &2 ALY

B Deut. 7:2
HSFIZEAR _EAg i M5 aa R B R, B IR B A PR 55, A ml B 374y, A
T i i AP

EH Deut. 9:9
9 BT, EEZWANR, BRI EE LRI L EIRTRR. AR AT L = T Y-
2R, LEE, 2 HEK.

B Deut. 29

BA Deut. 31:16
S AIEE XA EEPE RS, R RIR S FH IR, 2 B 4 B AR A M R A 0t ., 7E AR
HINHE, BETES M TR, B R E S PR T AY4Y.

(b) BE [ 17149 SLAIZEAYECHEL - To cut a covenant: References in the Prophets

=% Josh. 9:6, 15

6 f 20 et RAyE o, AT LLESAGR: FAFTEEE 72K, IAE K IR e F,
1r49.

15 A ELIE e A FTREAD, B 174y, B fEE. SR EE, E .

= Josh. 24:25
& H, Ui &Y, sl Ryt e ER I s .

—+: Judg. 2:2
IR A AT B Y R IT4Y, S SIS, R ATEEIRVEE. KfeliE
BATE?

1 Sam. 11:1, 2

1 eI AR EERE F2R, B AR 2= b R B fREEFR 114y, X
IR AR EEAR.

2 oo NZBERR, R3S R H R & ARV AR, DAERE LSRN, FFtER
H1r4Y.

U 1 Sam. 3:12-13, 20-21

12 ST 58 N\ R A, B e, SR, MG, IR TEHBIR, (L
Oy AR

13 Kigraft, #. JEMRILLY. (BA 1, IR R IRIAHEF (2, 5 KRR ERAY 2L SR T
2K, A R IHIE.
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20 e A& A, REIF Em AW K& AT e AR AT A, FEEE
FE

21 MBIHSEIRHfER: WEHES XTI R AR AR ERE - BRILEY - IREE
AfLURE DFATEE - IR AEE e - BB P FELHIE T -

=+ I I'Kings 5:12
12 HERIEENGE AT e TRV B A 4E P g Y. AR B A EE M TA4F, R bnry.

£ |sa. 28:15
TR G a5, T BB 1114y, BAfEI4EEE. M (RS i) WI/K R S & s H IR i, o0
AEEEFA. REALAsw = R P, R BRI T kS

% Isa. 55:3

RIS E K. HIEMEE, SrontedE. T BB RMIIKEY » S ER R R SERY
SN

HS Jer. 11:10

AR RCAM IR et A SEEERAYEE, JUTRIFEE, SRR, DLESI5A
WRZF w7 REAMTYHFTILHYEY.

g5 Jer. 31:31-33

31 HPEAIEESR, HFRFEl, IREB LIS ZAIRER K S ILHEY,

32 NG FAIE A FIE AT, At 5 ROt A, Bt M T AY4Y. BeRE(FA
ISR, MAFTAE T FRAVEY. iE 2 BRI ZEER Y.

33 ARAIZESR, ALt H DA%, FeBIL ISR PRI BVEY e iats: FRERF IR EIAR
8 0 IO 0 T W e 525 1 = I e 1K 25 B0 O oA

4t Ezek. 17:13
TELLEAHY R 2 E— N B T4y, (it 25, MR R E S I A2,

{o] Hos. 2:18
EALH, T FFRAY R, B EFAYEER, FIZEhryIRE, i FBY 28074y, MER]
HpfTET = ), 18R, SRR EA.

2% Hag. 2:5
B WRE IR IR IR BRI 4URYES. AP, FeAVER (AR IR P R, IR 2.

g Zech. 11:10
FeHTEn Al TE Rl 3EnInt, RIS E AT AY4Y.

(c) B2/ P4y EE (4KFE ) ZECH#H, o To cut a covenant: References in the “Writings”
{5 Job 31:1



HEAHRIE 14, ERE RSB i e ?

=% Ps. 50:5
AT E RBIFE R, Bl HEYEERIT LRI A

A 1 Chron. 11:3
RS REH AR E A A dr, 7R = R A A s HR A= 1 g B A 3747, i
FIEE R TELLESINE, EIRHSAIEE #E R HL TR AEE.

T N Chron. 6:11
PRUNE L EAR A, fENAHSIEFERNLY, BLE B DLEsI] AT IIHVEY.

$i7 Ezra 10:3
AT & IR _EAE 314N, pRiE —UIRVEE, BeGa i MpTAERy, IR T PR L an<
Bt 2 AP e ny, f3AIMmTT.

/& Neh. 9:8
IR EMAERERD O E, SLE 114y, MEFFEARET A, BF A, seBERLAEERE A, BE
s A, AR 2 G 4E R e, B T IRAVEER BIRE AT

BY D)4 AE=EL L -

The phrase “to cut a covenant” is related to all three of the basic covenant types.
(@) AEE A4y B [1]]4Y - To cut a covenant: inaugurated by man with man
£ll Gen. 21:27, 32

27 (AR FEHEFEAOA4E T aeboREn, — ABLIR R 4Y.

32 M HE AR EIL T4y, seto Rt Fft B RIFEHE S, B3  T

ORI Sam. 3:12, 13

12 ffEIHFT 35 AN KRR, B e, EEEEE. MER, REIHArEyHn IR, 52
EHIAEBEFAR IR

13 KA, 4. FREMRILEY. B A —F, IRaAR IR EAYRF i, N RAEm 2R 2 5K
oK, WA R TH].

(b) 7% EA AIT4Y: B% /)4 - To cut a covenant: inaugurated by God with man

Al Gen. 15:18 (_a7 B ni{H$i122 174 with Abraham)

B, HRAIEEEE (R TL4Y, 57, FREIGEEIRAVIR SR SO B EIME A 2 3,

Ex. 24:8 ( |- BREFE 174 with Moses)

FEVERFIRAE T 4E S b, 5, IR, B LIV, SR st s — VUIsE BRI &I/
B

EH Deut. 5:2 (=77 BAEE PG 1745 with Moses)



M APy _E A AR ZU LB P 124

&R 11 Chron. 21:7 (|75 Bl A #1745 with David)
HEAIZEAN R C LRI LVEY, RO, Wt RN 7k A2 R e B R Ao
I+ .

& Psalm 89:3 (-7 B K #1747 with David)
IREAFRFTPREE A IL T 4Y, [HERATEE A KL T .

B[S Jer. 31:31, 33 (FHY4Y new covenant)

31 HRANEERSR, HiRFE], FeBEEL DL FI R ARG R R 551084,

33 HRAIZERR, ALt H DA%, T AR PRI A4 iEhs: IR A AT
P, A0 b FEEMIRY B4, 22 /EEReY+ IR

4E Ezek. 37:26 (HrHY%Y new covenant)
A H BREREAM AT 22094, 7E Rk &Y. Beth Bt M 2 BEAT A, (S b iy A S0
%, XA s T B AV ER AT, BRIk EE.

(c) NBH B 74y (QUHYEEHT) © BE /P4y -
To cut a covenant: inaugurated by man with God (covenant renewal)
F N Cf. Il Kings 11:17

HIS (T HS A (e AN BB RR A E L&Y, (EHSAIEEAY R, S B R AT4Y.

F T Il Kings 23:3
FUEEAESS, TR MIZEEI AT 174Y, 5 OF I HR A ZE, mr iy aan, /58, 1
B, piehiE s FRTECAIEYE . MR EIRIEIELY.

££_F 1 Chron. 29:10
B L, KEHE e R s AR B AIEERR, ARFIEEFRMAY S DLESIRY Ry 2 e fE0E, B
Flok 7k B,

1Y) (BmfEA) =y (I89) -
The verb “to cut” may stand by itself, and still clearly mean “to cut a covenant.”
1 1 Samuel 11:1, 2

1 S NRY T 28E B2 > $REALIHEER s - FEEE R A2 s (R PI 124y
BRI -

2 ooffIAZRER IR B RS ARVAIR - DUtz DIESIE A Hopid
(S RVASIE

#7_E 1 Samuel 20:16
PRI RS, 57 FRHDFIEE3E R ILEuE ST & 4UnY IE.
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¥ F | Samuel 22:8
IR A GE EETL - IR F ISR E FERETR - MUS HAts - thig A &5

F_F I Kings 8:9
KRB BEARR - B2 DLESI A 5 Rt i AR FIEE B M 17 &Y% - BEPEAE
SAIZULLIFRTECHY o BRIEEDASS - SEAER o

T Il Chron. 7:17-18

17 JRAEAEFRIATRTRUE IR SR P THY, I TE— VIR M RAY, 3SRy pl =,

18 Pt AER [EURAYERL, EXIFREA R R AP ILAVEY, 3 /RAV - RN Efr ATE
DLeEsH .

=% Ps. 105:9
el n (AU ZERATILAYEY o 1| DABRFTHREAYE -

5 Haggai 2:5
& RS (R R TR BRI ATATEE. T, TRAVER CEAE AR . (R R SRR,

Gham s B5 /UNEEIE - CRURILINEN—HM -

Conclusion: The concept of “cutting” = part of the essence of the covenant idea.
R A YRR S B b - B 1 U)) = EATATAR -

Relating of a “cutting” process to the establishment of a covenant: throughout ancient
languages and cultures of the Middle East.

A HRHEEDTE LAY R —TE D) (B ) HYAEER -

Not only terminology: The rituals commonly associated with the establishment of the
covenants reflect quite dramatically a “cutting” process.

UnvERR: VIS - ERECIE CatEdar % -

Meaning of “cutting”:

Animal-division symbolizes a “pledge to the death” at the point of covenant commitment.
VIR . TLAREE S GBI A - TR EH -

Dismembered animals represent the curse that the covenant-maker calls down on himself,
if he should violate the commitment which he has made.

HRFDR: ERED e T4y -

Jeremiah: recalls Israel’s disloyalty to their commitments.

SRR (B BRAEN ) T &

Reminds them of the ritual by which they passed between the parts of the calf.

H[ Jer. 34:18
WERHVEH, BRESHUSHYE H, K&, 235, M FRVR R, EE1EEER, 77 am-f,
PEE A&, FIREIRTILEY. R SR TRAVEY, A TEL LAYEE.

B[S Jer. 34:20
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HoH L ML o= R H Y A TF-ofr. IRV e B a ZE YIRS, At ERYEY
BMERD.

BE Y14y BALAIESE o DUtk iElR -

To cut a covenant: to be understood in the context of covenant inauguration.
Pledge to life and death.

SUTURRESH AL -

Blood-sacrifice principle.

IMmAVEEME: (AR an - AanfEMmEE -

Blood is of significance because it represents life. The life is in the blood.

77 Heb. 9:22
HE A NI ZEE RS, S UL, SEREA SRR T

K] Lev. 17:11
R Ry IR A dp e i . FeftiE G4 rrM, = DAEE B ARy A aniEdE, NI
A4, FTCABEIESE.

Bl PR Ay £ R A ap B A E S VIRIRA (% -

The biblical imagery of blood-sacrifice: emphasizes the interrelation of life and blood.
S > TR SIHY FUaH i AR Y IE— 572

The pouring out of life-blood signifies the only way of relief from covenant-obligations
once incurred.

& T4y, BliElE = “K[E o IMPLICATION: Covenant / Testament = different.
*HEL TR A ERRES -
*We reject the concept of covenant as a “last will and testament.”
FHEBE SR AR EE A ALY - WA TERE -
Simply impossible to do justice to the biblical concept of “covenant” and at the same
time to introduce an idea of “last will and testament.”

"4y BLEYE - HEDETAR - SR > fEEBAYA R - A& E o ERE AR ¢
Both “covenant” and “last will and testament” relate to death.
Death is essential both to activate a last will and testament, and to inaugurate a covenant.
Al SEHAY o NISEEIEIEHYRA (A A —FE -

However: Death stands in relationship to each of these concepts in two different ways.

)0 SERAFNLEFIFIEHAZR (TERERIIL&URT) -

“Covenant”: Death stands at the beginning of a relationship between two parties,
symbolizing the potential curse-factor in the covenant.

G JEEAE MR R A - TR e i DI o

“Testament”: Death stands at the end of a relationship between the two parties,
actualizing an inheritance.

& ILEYEIE > AW - Bet BITHIVRE - A& mEIELIE -
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“Covenant”: The death of the covenant-maker appears in two distinct stages. First: form
of a symbolic representation of the curse. Later: the party who violates the covenant
actually experiences death.

g TEBEAE > WOIAWNPER o TEEEE - WA SRE (FEH) -
“Testament”: The death of the testator does not come in two stages. No symbolic
representation of death accompanies the making of a will.

BB EAIIE - AR AR -

The testator does not die as a consequence of the violation of his last will and testament.

EIEEE: SRR © &9 HFAEBSTME A RENE ©
The provisions of the “last will and testament” inherently presume death to be inevitable.
But: the provisions of a covenant offer the options of life or death.

MEIVAF SIS - EYIRIAMEE © ARILEIAEANTRIL C RAEGRA L -
The representation of death is essential to covenant inauguration. The consecrating
animal must be slain. But it is not necessary that a party to the covenant actually die.
Only in the event of covenant violation, does actual death of the covenant-maker occur.

PRIt BREREERYIE - ZEIHISE - AN BILEBE I -

It is in the context of covenantal death, not testamentary death, that the death of Jesus
Christ is to be understood.

FEAIE e IR - AEABEYHEL -

Christ’s death was a substitutionary sacrifice: a substitute for the covenant-breaker.
FL T RHBERECE AL - (IR SRR -

Substitution is essentail for the understanding of the death of Jesus Christ.

Al EALEVEHYE E o MDA EERYIE o LB E R URE O -

Yet: death in substitution for another has no place whatsoever in the making of a last will
and testament. The testator dies in his own place.

AN DR () 1IES#t -

No other death may substitute for the detah of the testator.

AR EERIEASL - ABRYIEEILLIZAVIE - A RILEYEE AL

But Christ died in the place of the sinner. His death was covenantal, not testamentary.
R EVEMEE BAiig - iEE R -

Certainly it is true: the Christian is the heir of God.

g AEERRRN > B AMCES] ERTRYRE - A ERRES

But he is heir by the process of adoption in the family of the never-dying God, not by the
process of testamentary disposition.

SN R RR AR R RIS P R A E T IR ARz
Popular misconception: The Lord’s Supper was the occasion of Christ’s making his last
will and testament.

A BRI R ELTAR -
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But: it was a covenantal meal.

PR GRS - HRERAEE] MU g Ry RET -

In the context of the covenantal meal of the Passover, Jesus introduced the provisions of
the new covenant meal.

HOERE & H O EBEinyaa=F - #EE4IAYITEH -

Jesus’ intention was to proclaim himself as the Passover Lamb, who was taking on
himself the curses of the covenant.

HRERAVEE A S EEAYEE - JEERRES “4Y” » 1L¥T “&Y” /YEE -

His words were not those of testamentary disposition, but those of covenant fulfillment
and inauguration.

Gham BEEYTR AU AVERLR 0 AREL RS - BEAENE - BT RESE BT
LT -

Conclusion: The Old Testament concept of covenant must not be re-interpreted in terms
of a “last will and testament.” The total perspective of the Old Testament people of God
= consistently covenantal.

HERBREIR ST HIREA R RAIIRSL - B NARETR - BEAE T <47 iYBLS: 0
FTEENEE - [VOEEEE R aEC 33 B LIS 12 RATOiE © 75
FEEEPESEIEA AR - SERIY LG » FIENE - BRI E -

The presence of provisions in the ancient Near Eastern treaty forms relating to succession
arrangements does not provide adequate basis for imposing a “testamentary” idea on the
biblical concept of covenant. [No evidence suggest that the tribal blessing of
Deuteronomy 33 depended on the death of Moses for enactment. A blessing uttered
before death is not the same thing as a testamentary disposition.]

4T - ] DLEFERAR R REIIRS - BEEI—T -

A covenant may well include aspects which insure continuation of its provisions beyond
those people then living — extending to “a thousand generations.”

B Deut. 7:9
FirL, IRERE S AIEEIRRY B3, 2 B3, B EERY L. (M E i FEmarny A SF4Y,
iz %, BT

&F Psalm 105:8
ML AR, EEAE, HUFTIATE, EEIT.

A > AEEERSCHY R S BRI

But these provisions do not transform the covenant into a last will and testament.

4y > RNEiEIE - A covenant is not a testament.
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Il - ERFHVEY: fE(TRERHEREA?
THE EXTENT OF GOD’S COVENANTS
(Robertson, pp. 17-25.)

Z[& - Introduction.

HRAFEEEH T (e FAE R - BTy B AYRA (R EIRE B -
There is ample evidence that: God’s covenants played a vital role in God’s dealings with
man from Noah to Jesus Christ.

[ et AT ARG SCERE ? 2 B F AR S S 14Uy A B R ©
Question: What about God’s relationship with man before Noah?

Can this early period of biblical history be understood, from a covenant perspective?
HRAC S B—TIRENGY 0 & LA B nE T AR

The term “covenant” appears for the first time in the Bible, in connection with God’s
establishing of his bond with Noah.

A bAr B EIKY 2 NEAVHEEL EA A R TEARR (%

It is also true that: man sustained a relationship with God his Creator prior to God spoke
to Noah about a “covenant.”

Fy(TTERITEED 61 18 Z i - AILLA “4Y” Bl KB AR (%2

Several considerations: encourage the usage of the designation of “covenant” before
Genesis 6:18.

1. BERAGRO): ST <4 BYRRMARE, IA—EM “4y” =5 -
Some scriptural precedent exists for the omission of the term (word) “covenant” when
discussing a relationship which is unquestionably covenantal.

EaU RPN )RR

The original account of the establishment of God’s promise to David:

BT 1 Samuel 7:4-16

4 R, N RIZEAYEEEE 2 2 5EER,

5 (RASTFIEEANMG, sRHSFIEEA ISR, /RS IS R T4 E .

6 HEHEETIANHEEETSH, Bk Y EEET, FIEgmtiifmPTE.

7 NLIRE DAESAFTERI T, Fefe] o =] LS —SRET AW, SLE R IfcE e
ERLLEFIHYER, 7RI R A G T S F ARV ETIE.

8 FAAE, IREESTFFEE A KA, &, S 2 HOMIEEAN Hhah: FRAE =R AR R & 2K, BUIR
ANFEERPE TR, IR EIRERLES R E.

9 fRiEsmETRELZ, TR BLIRETE, BIRIRIY— UL FoMERE R A G EX
KA A—EE.

10 Feh Ry P RRLAT S8 E —([E3 7, FRESA, (e fI(EE SRV A H . XE
Z FHAGHERTEZ M,

11 WA EFean LA AR IR DL E A IAIIHE — 1R . TR EIRZELE, A i— U IUEdEEL,
G HFHBFIEEFERT IR, 0 R R R =,

12 frEEgom e, BLRS I H FEIEERYIHEE, FOOMEIREvTE S REEIRaVAL, Tt ELE Ay
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:
13 fph Ry FRAY R G B T B ELE MY, HE K.
14 FEEMAYSC, AR {50 1738, Porb - ARIREFT A, A HIHE = S
15 {EIRAVEZE A BERA L, (BB E IR AT FTRER AR —h.
16 {REVZARH B ER (RS R AT AT A B BRI, (REVEIAL 0 BE EEI7K .

f£_F | Chron. 17:4-27

TRESTFEEE ARG, SRIBFIFELNILER, (RN rl B S B F4A T B .

5 BEREIREMETIAYRER, HESH, TR FEET, JiitEgmililigm ¢
BRI

6 FLIREILAEFIAFTERHE T, FRA0] 8 [m DL T8 —(E LA, LRI ER R
HIESR, IR FRefrl A A IR IS B AR EY .

7 IRATARE G EE A K, SR E 2 HOAIEE A0 bR, FRAETF-RE FhiF R & 2, UK
AEERIETFEE, IR EIRER BT E.

8 {RiEEm EII L, IE ERETE, BIbRIRa— I UuE. FMERE R 2T G TE R
KAEZHIAN—EE.

9 R ERLAESEEE —(EM T, R M, (B B CAy T RN EERE. A
Z A GAE RTEE M,

10 WA G dr LA EHE R LT TR E—EE. TN EIRIRI— UL, JSF HIER
FIZEERT IR, DR IREILRE.

11 fRER0wE B Ry IH AV %, BOMEIRIIR & B IRAVAL. 00 ELE A .

12 i) R PR ISR T B BUE MBI B K.

13 FEAEMAYAL, B EIRAY . WA SEIRAV R BB, kB /R AR iR 48—

B

14 FANF Rt Kk BB FE IR S AR AR B iy B o B, B E7K .

15 ZERHFE—VIGE, BEBREITAME.

16 A EREFHESE, AIEHSFIEEE AT, 55, HOAIHE s, To gk, TRNZEEIE, /R
RSP E.

17 B, BRI EE R/, NEFHIREE AR B A 0Z. BRFIEE_ 75, (RE
EATR, G ER = EIIA.

18 fRANFAEE NELZE, TEH 7= T ERUE. R AR AIEIRIEEA.

19 HRFOZE, {R17 T i K, A7 HEHIH K, B RIREE A t2IRIRIOE.

20 HRANFEED, BT E R, YA AT ERRAY, BRR DAY N .

21t EA AL R LEOTIE. /R_EFF (iR R BEEMME B S TR, IEMR
A HH AR BRI AT T KT B R AR, BERZSIF A, BHREY AR 4.

22 IR{ELLEOTI AMEIRAT TR, B 27K, IRADFIEE W EMMry .

23 HSFIZE0, {RP RERT 5 AFIEE N ZZAVEE, SKIRERE, HE K ERIRATERI T

24 FRREY K EERTT, #RE K, &R, EE 2 HifIEEE DL ES I B3, 2aB DLeay
1y _E7F. B, IREE A KGNS ME R E FEL L.

25 ey LA, PRIRBUREE AGR, Boh BRI SR =, Bt DAE A KHEAE (RE FHT1E.

26 HRAOZE, AR L, IR ER R S ta RIB4E EE .

SN



16

27 SRR R ELEE AR ZE, n] DUKAFAERIETAT. HEATEEN, R iR 1R
FliK .

TROFEARY - _Ear BURTEAYREA (4 - Z&URYRBRTA -
It is clear that the relationship was a covenantal relationship.
BARAEEL: BRE ERg BUR R IIEY -

Subsequent Scripture: speaks of God’s “covenant” with David.

BT Cf. 1l Samuel 23:5
WEAE P ERNGIEILL. ERe AR I Kk AaENEY. BN EERE, B Fan—UIR
BRI —VIFT AR, SR BEREm .

=% Psalm 89:3

HELFRFTHsERy AL T4, RIFHVEE KL T
2. WKL - SRIHANSERIRR B IRRRE -

Two passages in Scripture appear to designate the order established by creation as
covenantal.

1. FE—EH& L First passage:

BE Jeremiah 33:20, 21, 25, 26

20 HREAIZELOBEER, PRI RE SR T AT 12 8 H AR AVEY, (80 H SBR N i imid,

21 FhAE R BE N R ILAYEY, (A T EMAVE R AT, WREREE
WELEE AR AL E], MR AFTIZHIZY.

25 ERFIFEANLLESR, F 2B 1L H H AR VAI R SRR e B G 2R E 1,

26 TR AR S AR ST EE AR IR S, A EREYR & A nn (5= DAL
SRS RSP B PR ey AR (], tromBk (.

HRMIZETL H HEVEY » FISREAYEY -

The word of the Lord: speaks of “my covenant of the day and my covenant of the night.”
AR ) H BRI ITEY 7

When did God establish a “covenant” with “day and night”?

WE R RS B BERFRTE IR - B i 1L 84y - HIRAMEE. -

2 options: God’s ordinances of creation. Or covenant with Noah.

In either case: regularity of day and night was prominent.

A BRI SR A L A AR RS

Stipulations of God’s covenant with Noah:

£l Gen. 8:22

HEETF R I, B2, T8, L 5, ERHMANERET.

“Seedtime and havest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall
not cease.” (Genesis 8:22).

e BRI - tATREfe B RS = RAIERFATE] MHYEHE
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Equally possible: “covenant of day and night” refers to the ordinance of the 3" day.

2l Gen. 1:14
e, R EEAYERE, L=, (FRCsk, E65<, HT, F5%.

God said: “Let there be lights in the expanse of heaven, to divide between the day and the
night.” (Genesis 1:14)

SIHN—EREESC BB 31t 35-36:

A second passage from Jeremiah: Jer. 31:35-36:

B IAEERIZE HESE - (FEHAE > B XBEHRE (TR
Y - B Z HEAISE Y A ss:

36 iELLER] > EREAEIRIEIAI RS - DLESIHE S eI ERTEE » KER R
o iE e RN AIEEERAY -

35 Thus says the Lord,
Who gives the sun for light by day,
And the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night,

36 If this fixed order departs from before me, declares the Lord,
Then the offspring of Israel also shall cease
From being a nation before me forever

BERAOOYAM 4 g - n[EH T ER Fa
This passage does not use the term “covenant.”
But it employs the equivalent expression, “statute” or “fixed-order.”

QELER] (BB - AEREP TR -

The two terms “covenant” and “statute” = parallel expressions in Scripture

F | Cf. I Kings 11:11
Fir LS RIEE SR, IREET 725, A ESF AT I R SFEYEITRIER B, PRI EY
], S IRHIE .

F T I Kings 17:15
FREE A AR BRI BT 51 +H A T2 B9 &Y, IERC IR GRS T R SR, B R EE
%=, RUEFHEIRTSMEA - B AR FIEEE It A m]80E.

=% Psalm 50:16

B ERFHETEAGR, (R ERUERR TRAVERS], R FRayEye ?

=% Psalm 105:10
b SGRFIE QY (RIS TE R, [7] ARSI E By 7k Z8HIEY

HB 31 % » BN 33 EAHFERAE G -
The closeness of parallel in argumentation with Jeremiah 33 is quite apparent.

IEMHERA RS BEUES Dk EE BT -
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As certainly as the sun’s rule over the day and the moon’s rule over the night will not
cease, so Israel will never cease from being God’s people.

Al BB 31 EA LAl - seE IR HE 33 FEARAIE © Bidifnir 4y 7
But the additional particulars of Jeremiah 31 may help to answer the question:

Does Jeremiah 33 refer to the ordinance of creation? Or the covenant with Noah?

HB 31: 355 HRFIFESILKIGAE N HEE - BLEM HAYEPIEREE -
According to Jer. 31:35, God gives the sun for light by day, and the ordinances of the
moon and the stars for light by night.

g Jeremiah 31:35
SRR 3 HEs, (2 B A ER], B, 8E0E, (RN, EE
Z BRAIEE B %4, HISOEES,

H BRSO » ERERVECEARE] - (B4F_Ear B ni I7 45 a2 f2 51 -
Interestingly, the reference to the sun and moon as light-bearers for day and night is
found in Genesis 1, but not in God’s covenant with Noah.

HE: EWB=RelGHEHE - 2812 (FHREHS) ¢ AIHE 31 35 —f% -
Further: the narrative of the creation-activity of the 3" day refers to the stars as well as to
the moon, as does Jer. 31:35.

£l Genesis 1:16
AR TR A, REVE S, NVER. ERE.

b BRI RCEL > A TR E 2 AE

The record of God’s covenant with Noah makes no mention of stars.

45sm: CONCLUSION:

i 31 w=f5ryE EAg G HYECH, - ERgRllany “@e1 -

Jeremiah 31 alludes to the Genesis narrative, the “statutes” of God’s creation ordinances.
“H BRI AR 31 FE R o A R 33 B o AL HIRAY <4y

The term “covenant” does not occur in Jeremiah 31. But it does occur in Jeremiah 33.
Jer. 33 refers to God’s “covenant” of day and night.

RFsEL (31 33%) HysmafHl - IR DU 45 5m

Because of the similarlity of argumentation in the two passages, we may conclude:
H&Z <4y (33F) FIH®KH “ER” & [[—FE=E -

The covenant of day and night (Jer. 33)=the “statute” concerning day and night (Jer. 31).
08 33 (AH “4y” —ad) EfaaltEEd 1 =alEryRLFs -

Jer. 33 (which uses the term “covenant”) refers to the creational orderings of Gen. 1.
Some say: Gen. 6:18 “I will maintain” my covenant (rather than “establish”). God’s word to Noah presumes a covenant already to
be in existence through the “divine guarantee which is embodied in creation.” (L. DeQueker, “Noah and Israel. The Everlasting
Divine Covenant iwht Mankind.” Questions disputees d’Ancien Testament: Methode et Theologie (Gembloux, 1974), 128-129.)
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2. S EF& L Second passage: i Hosea 6:7
ANl nnE =&Y, RN AR TR

PLeas| B B & — B E4y -

The people of Israel, “like Adam,” have transgressed the covenant.
E—fEfFEE . First interpretation - o =5 —(Fi 7 -

Adam = a place. “At Adam” Isreal broke the covenant.

ARAREESRERA - niE T ELYENE - BEHRASE 121 -

This is difficult to support. “Adam” = on the Jordan, 12 miles north of Jericho.
LHEAHKAE e E 48 I A REIDL S AR -

Rolling back of Jordan at Adam: makes no mention of a national sin by Israel.

=% Josh. 3:16

S A SR KR A 2 b, 8 S5 e & S (E, TRk . A i
EAVE, SLEEE, TRIKEREE. e B EEIRAEHEEE T .

BH o E(EERETE RS -

This interpretation requires emandation of massoretic text. “As Adam”, not “atAdam”.

U5 _fEfARE:  Second interpretation — #-{gniE —kk: f5 AJHHHSR R EHISE -
“Like Adam” = explicit reference to the sin of the first man.

R

TS n i A AEFE o This is most straightforward, and presents fewest difficulties.

5 =TEfFRE: Third interpretation — DLEHISHE AT (AN ) —fer 749 »

Israel has broken the covenant “like man,” or “like mankind.”

Nemiesh o =fEfFEf . Whether we accept interpretation #2 or #3:
SN GERAEAIAN) BLRIEF Y B 2 fH - A& % -

Non-Israelite man sustains some relationship to his Creator-God.

ERRACE S b DIESI B B HIRR (R - BIRLL @S N B ERr YRR A -
A comparison in this passage: Israelite man’s, and non-Israelite man’s relation to God.
PLESIANE T4 -

Israel has transgressed the covenant.

fEiEJTE - PhEsI A Gl G » 80 CRktE) g -

In this respect, Israel is “like man” in general, or “like Adam” in particular.

Awanf] - B EIRLL @S N Z A E IR A -

In either case: a covenant existed between God and non-Israelite man.
IEAFERLESI A T4y > LS AR T4y -

As non-Israelite man has broken the covenant, so Israelite man has broken the covenant.
AP JELLESIABEL BT T BRI 2 (B ffHEARIER I 2 )

In what sense can we affirm that: non-Israelite man stands in a covenantal relationship
with God that may be broken?

FeRIIPE A REABAAVIE Y © ERgaEEAlS - BEEDIEYI AL T4Y -

Apparently Hosea intends to suggest: God has established a covenant relationship wit
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man outside Israel through creation.

/NG SUMMARY:
1. EABLREIRGREIANZSY - ARV A 4TS5 -
The relation of God to David was not designated “covenantal” originally, but
nonetheless was covenantal in substance.
2. HE33: 20-21 - Fifer 6: 7 NS LA AEAIASHF LA FVRR (R R4y -
Jeremiah 33:20ff and Hosea 6:7 apparently refer to God’s original creational
relationship in covenantal terms.

B[S Jeremiah 33:20-21

20 HRAOEE40PEER, IR IAE REREEEIRAT 1L 3 H BBARHYEY, (1 3 H B A i g,

21 FRAEREEEFREAT BE AR P 1ILAVEY, fifth )2 S FAE AV E e R, WREREEE
FEIEZRTRAY LS E], FIR AFTILHIEY.

{a] Hosea 6:7
MMl & =&Y, RN IR T HEEE.

3. MYNERE - £ LW EM L Z AIEL ARYRE (R - E&HFLE

Elements essential to a covenant were present in God’s relationship to man prior
to Noah.

EREERTAE ARy - B CETL T R ASEAYRE R

A bond of life and death is present between God and man newly created.

£l Genesis 2:15-17

15 ERF0EE EAg A N EAE P, (i EEEST.

16 ARFOZE ERgmyiftfase, B BRI T, IR DA =,
17 HRorhlE sl ERVSR -, IR o], R R PR H F- e SE.

A Z EIHRE (R EH Err £ (BJ7H ) HYETAE
This relationship between God and man is administered sovereigntly.
NBUEFRE S 2 1% - ERg Bl AN AZE R A SRR -

A bond of life and death was established, subsequently, after man fell into sin.

£l Genesis 3:15
Pe ] RURAI 2L ABZ L B fL. IREAVTE B A LA BV St bt R fh. ZLABV R S ZE IR
HIBH, R G AR

EAEVELY - e T NSV AESE B o EAFEARETE Y A DL - U ANR S
B4 > HUENERERT -

This divine commitment set the stage for a life-and-death struggle. God’s bond with
fallen man resulted in life for the seed of the woman, and death for the seed of Satan.
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- _ERREIEIRsE—
THE UNITY OF GOD’S COVENANTS
(Robertson, pp. 27-52)

AE B ni(ARIEE o BEPE 0 KL T4 o BRI T AN o MR RIS T
&... o BEAZ RIEE EENEI G ?

God’s covenants with Noah, Abraham, Moses, David and the new covenant ... and the
creation covenant ... How do these covenants relate to one another?

ERERTIIAYARIEEY > HERE—EEY -

God’s multiple covenants with his people unite into a single relationship.

1. BRSNS —M Unity in the Structure of God’s Covenants

1. ERFBATREAISE - B o RRATIIRIGIHIS—

Unity of the Covenants with Abraham, Moses and David

& ARAVEIER R TAE e HIHEI R AR | - G—(EVEERHISIN TS -
Each successive covenant builds on the previous relationship.
Each continues the basic emphasis established earlier.

A, FF R S AC R4 —ME - A unity in historical experience.
RIEIFFRHILIREE S > ERTREHAIRY AR —FIFF&E M -

The history surrounding the various covenants emphasizes covenantal unity.

a. Ir&YEMF (=0 s —t -

The points of covenantal inauguration demonstrate unity.

AT BEEDY - RN o AR RTES HYROE S E R st A

As God establishes his covenant with Moses and David, he intended to bring to a
further stage of development the same redempotion promised earlier.

TR BB AR AR ILEY - HFARAVET SIS & — P aV e -
Each successive covenant with Abraham’s descendants advanced the original
purposes of God to a higher level of realization.

$HEX. 2:24
IR RLML IRy 2R, il et Bl an e f s, DAL, HE2 Pz av4y.

B ARSI AR R o A AP R EST 2 > 52 Ry M et e i
FERTAHY - BERHEAYIEST

“The only interpretation of this is that: the deliverance of Israel from Egypt and the
bringing of them into the land of promise is in fulfillment of the covenant promise to
Abraham respecting the possession of the land of Canaan (Exod. 3:16, 27; 6:4-8; Ps.
105:8-12, 42-45; 106:45).” (John Murray, The Covenant of Grace, p. 20.)
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H Ex. 3:16, 17

16 fREAFEE LSRR, BHTER, BRAIEE IR E S B4, Bt e (H i F=ny
BAE, DAY B, HESHY B, mIBEEERER, REAEER IR, It E Bk
Fe N ERRAHRAM.

17 et a, ZLRFIRIER B AT 2 FreB 2K, A0 A, B A, 2o EERI A EEFIE
N FARN, BRATHT ANHUZS, Sl B 3y B 7 .

H Ex. 6:4-8

4 FREAAM M ELE P YL AV AY, SRS Y A e g A L.

5 Feth 2 LIS AW R N R A, Tt ad 2 Fkavey.

6 AT DAVRZEE DLESI AR, B AR FIEE. Fo% A e SR A I B B B M HIE AR N,
ROE R B AP Y B A R AP 25 T

7 BRI TR TR B 4, Bt B EIRMIAY B3 IR R E 2 AR AR
B, BRI B R 2 EEHEHY.

8 FEE FERT4ani(AFU %S, DAL, FES A, FREEIR I E LSRG 46 UK
1 FsZE. TR AIZE.

=% Psalm 105:8-12, 42-45

8 hELAHIAYEY, ELE KR, Ty I avEs, BT

9 FiEBlniHiUZEATIIAvEY, (A DAFTRERYE.

10 #h X RFE LY R HE S E R FR, R DAY IE Ry Ak i HY4Y,
11 55, FonnRrn pg it 45 1R, (EIREESERY 77

12 50, AT AR, BB D, W B AEHH R 2 =Y.
42 EH AR S HIAVEE =, AIAY B2 A an(3firZE.

43 il S AR T H, T A A

44 il iRE SRS R 46 AP, AP AR 2 AR ER S5 kA5 AR Y.
45 Fr R TR ARG, SPAEYEDE. (RS2 S AR FIEE.

Psalm 106:45
Tttt MIEC a4y, BEi B i 28 E 1% 1.

Hi6: 4-8 BRI BRI ZE TN - RIBIREPE T4 e A

Exodus 6:4-8 particularly unites God’s covenant with Abraham and Moses:

' Ex. 6:4-8

4 P FTERTE BT L AYEY, SEHEAFT 2 iy 2 me s g a it 7.

5 Fe I8 B DA A s Fe N e (P SR, Tt et Sy,

6 FTLAMREEE DLES A ER, TR AR FIEE, FoZ F i RIS B Bt S35 R
A, BB IR R ey E A TR A L

7 TR R B 4, Bt B EIRMIRY B3 IR(FIZERIE R A A EE R
HY B3, BRI EE R R A 2 EEHEHY.
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8 T MERTAa na A=, DU, FE S HUARHY, P B IR I LR A 45 IR
{9 Fo3. BIEHBAIEE.

PAER RIS FERT 15t - R ERE L s N R R -

Because of God’s covenant commitments (promises) to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
God acted acted sovereignly to deliver Israel from Egypt.

A EEEER T B ERn AR IIVEY » BT B BEEEPE & AL

Note: This reference to the Abrahamic covenant precedes the formal inauguration of
the Mosaic covenant.

R BEKEEANDEIT - AR IIAINECE » AAMEAA IERAIIT AR
But : the sequence of historical anticipation of a covenant, followed by a formal
ceremony of covenant inauguration, can be found repeatedly in the Bible.

bR e IR R AR B R > B AR ERT

God first called Abraham out of Ur, and declared to him all covenant promises:

£ll Gen. 12:1-3

1 BRFOZE BT ATEER, IR A, A, L%, FIRAT SR IravH 2.

2 FRWNIUR AR R, Feh B tR4G 1R, BUPRAY A4 B R, IR ZE 0 BIASS1E.

3 RIROLERY, Feh G m Bt Bl FeaH IRey, Foos Fiaft, R E G R RS
ot

AR g A IR a (U FE04Y -

Subsequently, God formally institute his covenant with Abraham.

£l Gen. 15:18
EHH, HBAZE B an g 174y, 5070 REGLEIRNEE IR SO » BEA A Z
o

ERE et E R RS > LIS E L

God first designated David as the anointed king of Israel.

B 1 Samuel 16:12
HEpa st Tas N0 T k. i (sl B8 55, B5uE 5. iifEEER: 25k
e, IR E A

1l

A% A I A &Y
Then God inaugurated the official sanctions of a covenant.
0 BCR Cf. 1l Sam. 7:1-16.

¥

FEENRANS > AFERVEEE TIF = B T SR ORI IEET -
Christ’s incarnation and public ministry = a vital part of the fulfillment of the
promise concerning the new covenant.

QIVEIE KRR - A2 - KB GRry&y) BYRRIL > BAERK:
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The covenantal kingdom had come.
But the formal inauguration of the new covenant era occurred after this period:

& Luke 22:20
ik IR AR, 57, BN E IR ILAHEY > & R IR H2RAY.

BRI PLESI SRR RS B ARy - 2R Z SR “RiiZ= -
With this pattern in mind: we can regard God’s dealings with Israel in Egypt prior to
Sinai, as historical anticipation of the Mosaic covenant.

ILATH ARG - AR R S - AR AP T R

The covenant meal of the Passover wa instituted in association with the Exodus
rather than with the events of Sinai.

HIHEAAE

Even more explicitly:

FEPEIUINTEINEE - B ERpf LS N R K B REA R -

The events associated with covenant inauguration at Sinai, clearly connect to the
deliverance from Egypt.

R Fs b5 [ ne BRI ZEFréa I ERT » Aol 1 LAEs AHiR R -

Because of God’s promises to Abraham, he delivered Israel from Egypt.

i EA R A A R RS BTy A o

This fact of deliverance became the basis for the Ten Commandments.

PEPEAEPS ST ILAVIE - tER BHEEPERYEY - Mlaa(Eh ZEay4)2 2B AEREY -
The altar Moses built at Sinai also provides evidence that: the Mosaic covenant was
bound inseparably to the Abrahamic covenant. Moses constructs the altar “with
twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Ex. 24:4).

i 24: 4
FEPS RIS FIZER an > #0 L » TRFHEA » FELLREE T — B8 - % DAESIH 5
IR I AR

FE ERFBURFT LA - EAFsa REHYIEST - RIRMEHVEIE » AR B2 H R
LS A i KSR -

At the inauguration of the Davidic covenant: the promises to David, and David’s
response, both reflect on the past experience of God’s delivering Israel out of Egypt.
BRI EIN B 0 BUE S LB R Ry bR -

The God who institutes his covenant with David, is the same God who “brought up
the sons of Israel from Egypt.”

B 11 Samuel 7:6
HIEEREULES A S R EES H, ARG EBEET, B g ailifmT1TE.

I

BT Cf. 1l Samuel 7:23
tH_EA REEELIRIY R LESIE ? IRIEHE R BEEMFIER Ci R > XIE
{REE SR B BT R T ORI A BV EE - BEAZRSIFE Ay > B HEREY RS
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RSB PTEERT:  “ESFHRIEEIR b7 priyiftey - IR EEPEE A LAY
TTEAVE » SESHAERG] o olan - 0% DR - E6E - IREER{E(TESE - R
TR L > Fhem - 7 (£ER20 35248 )

David in his deathbed charge to Solomon gives recognition to the Mosaic foundation
of his covenant. He directs Solomon to keep God’s laws, “according to what is
written in the law of Moses ... so that the Lord may carry out His promise which He
spoke concerning me” (I Kings 2:3-4).

/INGE: SUMMARY:

e BEEPY > KPR I &R RN S HH BRSBTS R A 1 -

The crucial points of covenantal inauguration under Moses and David reflect the
continuity of the covenants.

b. &yrp A E RS RS — 1 -

The history of life under the covenants demonstrates unity.
FEPENATETE Z 1% » DLESI ARV S S I B4 (e na (A AT R R FERT -
Once the Mosaic covenant was inaugurated, the history after Sinai continues to
center on the old original promises to Abraham.

Q) FEEPG K _F7 YR Moses” plea for mercy
FEVE R AESRF R B AIHTeR » @B B A s H R LSV FERT -

In reaction to the golden calf, Moses bases his plea for the mercy of God on the
promises of the Abrahamic covenant.

4 Ex. 32:13, 14

13 SKARECIRAVEE ARi (AL ZE, DL DA RS F53 B CAEEER, FondiR
Tt E ER EHVEHEE S, W B IPrIESFHVE 23, D&a IR RE, A

14 A RHBFIEE R M, AN R PTai Y A 2 Bt Y 4.

HEZREEFEINA IR - 2 AU FENEE R EE -

Even though the Mosaic covenant has emerged, the Abrahamic covenant continues
to be significant.

(i) LIETEMIDLEYI AELEHMEEHE - Joshua and the people possess the land.

IDNEERTIDNG = Epe il e AR 3w g s R | TN (S R SEAVES=

Possession of the land fulfills promise to Abraham, and promise to Moses.

£l Gen. 15:18
EALH, BRFNEEEL R 14Y, 57, IS TRIVIR S5 KoM B EME A0 2 i,
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H Ex. 23:31
WEEIRAVIRSR, (AL EEIFEN 8, XIEIRE B 20, FRER AR K
TAEARTF-H, IRE R IR A 2.

= Josh. 1:3

FUURMIRAIEE Fried 2 3, Pl B T PR TR PE Y SRR 4G IR P 17
ERFEEHERIAEIIEY RSEER > EATBEEPY T 2 1% 400 FE4%

Abrahamic covenant: a prophetic anticipation of the course of history. Land
possession after Mosaic covenant has been introduced: 400 years later.

£l Gen. 15:13, 14

13 HRFIEE S an (A REER, VREEAVHERIZE, TREV1R B 027 il BT S AR Ay
A HS Y B s At PP B 4

14 3 B AP SRV AR, FRELEETR AR AM M 5T 2 A VI E AR R 2K

EREE S REEAYHIET: 400 FARHVEDE - AREREFRIEST - IUIERTREZS -
This fact supports Paul’s judgment: the law, coming 400 years later, could not annul
the promise.

1 Galatians 3:17
HBEIF, B BT IIHv&Y, RREHNIY B = HFE LI Ry A A g - NUIE
FFEF I REZE.

L - DLESIARYRESE » SCRFa O Z2ay4y - MIEEPERYEY 2 48—k -

Thus, the history of Israel supports the unity of Abrahamic and Mosaic covenants.
FEFE 2 4 - MDA RERR - g F B aiuE & -

The Mosaic covenant did not annul or interrupt the Abrahamic coveannt.
SRR Z SVHEE A T BAEEPS Z SRS T mAY Y T
The Abrahamic covenant continued to function actively — and found a basic
fulfillment in the history of the Mosaic covenant.

(i)  REZOPLLARERR - WA HEER 4] -

David’s covenant did not annul or interrupt the Mosaic covenant.

KA B A& AR B il = BB 2 SUHYARE -

Each of the triumphs and tragedies of David and his sons = outworking of the
stipulations of the Mosaic coveannt.

Be: DS ER: RigoFsigar ot -

First, Israel’s monarchy moves toward localization of worhsip and rule.

R IE = BEPEEDARE - FE—(E T VBT o

The movgement toward localization represents a consequence of the Mosaic
legislation concerning a centralized sanctuary.

FH Deut. 12:5, 11, 14, 18



5 (HESAEERMIHY_ERF IR S SOR T B R A s R 1Lt 2V E A, IRFIEE
AR K T,

11 AR B AT M R PIHIRESS P 2245, o Hl— Z AT 2RSS, A RIH
FIZESTRARREY —VISR4%, E 2R B HSAIEE R b BT B T R4 T

14 WA HI ATEE R VR — SOk B e 22 a st U7, IRt 2 SRR 4%, 173 — 1)
BT MR

18 {HBZAERRAIE IR _EA5 T AL, AEHANEE (R _E7g o B ith 5 (IoR0 e 2,
BER, MEAEAEVRIBARATAIR A, R DAUBL B2 RR - A AIEE (R B
HYTHTHITERESE.

AR Z S EARY SR - ERRERE SR BE Y LYV AR -
This significant development under the auspices of the Davidic covenant, actually
roots in the previous legislation of the Mosaic covenant.

(iv)  RiEFEIBOERNESHEULHVEGETEL S35 EE ERrsani 0 =y EsT -
David’s song when bringing the ark into Jerusalem — identifies this event as a
fulfillment of god’s covenant promises to Abraham.

A I Chron. 16:15-18

15 IRFZEEC S MAY4Y, EEKAZE. iy ryss, B 2T,
16 Fi g o {H I ZERT L AYAY, 15 DARFTRERY .

17 3 SGRHE QY IR HESS E BRI, [ DAEBYITE Rk i2iI4Y,
18 55, FomF I FEE I IR EE IR, (R IR EESERY 73

)  EREHTgGE T ERHVERESO ST M e T ERFRE
{afrzsEsT (R HhAvEsr) -

Coronation of God as king in Zion — God’s throne is established in the land of
promise — fulfills God’s covenant promises to Abraham concerning land.

(vi) LDIESICEL: R ?
HEPRAR M Z SRR IR D e e T EEPS 24 NI A -

Israel’s monarchy moves toward devastation at the hands of the nations. Why?
Davidic covenant was still in effect. But it was Israel’s violation of the stipulations
of the Mosaic covenant, that finally determined the inevitability of their captivity.

+ 1 I Kings 17:13-14

13 (HHRFIEERE R SR, S B LA AR R G, B BB R Py E T3 <F
T ARG, AT EI RIS IRE, WREFEE N R SEHIFT A R FIRIEE.

14 MFIAIA AR, TEREE S, RUAMISIRE, A (EARISAEE ARy L5,

Ghiam: ofEAIEE o EEPY > BTSN B A HU » T2 AHEER -
CONCLUSION: The Abrahamic, Mosaic, and Davidic coveannts do not supplant
one another; they supplement one another.



28

B. &HIUAOAEE -

A unity in genealogical administration: this underscores the connection of each
successive covenant with previous administrations.

el (1) BB ERg By + RIT&UNs - e s A ATtk -
“Seed”-concept: When God determined to make a covenant with his people, he
made his arrangements a genealogical one.

FEnafEIEE - BEPY - AR ZQUEREALE - FrplfEte s (1) Bl -

This genealogical aspect of the covenant is present in the Abrahamic, Mosaic, and
Davidic covenants. It is manifested specifically in the refernece to the “seed.”

£l] Gen. 15:18
EALH, HEFIZE e R IL4Y, 57, FRERGAETRIVIE T, (12 Kom B 2R A0 2 #,

H Ex. 20:5, 6

5 FNEFEFFIR LG, WA T ERE, R AIRIAEEIR_E5F & S AP 7, 1RIRAY,
HMBSMAYEE, BT, BEE|=IUAR,

6 Z Ik, sFHEGman Y, Fhmt g2, 52T

FH Deut. 7:9
FLA, AR ERHE R IRy _BAF, U B, BEEN L. mE~Frsiaay A
SFYY, R E, EHETA.

BT Il Sam. 7:12
IREHOmE, ERYIHEREIYE 2, FoMEIRIR & BEHERAVAL. Tt i B E A
[ .

RIS R 02 B [ K Y e AT i o

David’s son is not simply heir of the covenant promise made to David.

firt 2 Errdann(afir s - P4 EEPERYRER TR -

He is heir also of the covenant promises made to Abraham and Moses.

AL - BRI EAIFE 2 BERZ Y MR Z SR -

The genealogical promises of God’s coveannts assure his participation in the
blessings of the Abrahamic and the Mosaic as well as the Davidic coveannt.

a. T4y ECE,L - The dramatic account of covenant renewal.

EH Deut. 5:2, 3

2 B AIEE APy s AR Z UL LB A 17 4.

3 EAN B ERAMYHHIIEY, BT 1S H e E 2 AILHY.

AR B EHRETIIR 40 - 1Y 1T 1L ALY |
It was the people standing in the plains of Moab at the end of the 40 years in the
desert, who were involved in the covenant-making ceremony at Sinai (Horeb).
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sohs FTALERE SR — > EIHATEESE T -

Remember: All the generation of those present at Sinai had dieed in the wilderness.

B Deut. 2:14, 15

14 F7eEkF IR eSS, B8 TSR E, 5 =+ UF » St
TR TR, T H R EE (=) I PR A

15 ERFOZERT -t S B A AP, AR = R ERIR, BRI

£ Cf. Numbers 14:28-35

28 (RSN, HRFIEERR, FRIGE RN KA. BB B IR R E
sE IR,

29 IR e B OMEIT SR ET, 37 H AR L eS8 — RN a R E R E
1,

30 A 1S HEERAEEE FESFOU R EAYANHE. A HE B /Y 5 F- s Fsry 52749
EoiREEE.

31 AEARFIEVES A+, S IRIFIFTER, sy, Fo M fIer 2. It
SRR BT RREE AT HB .

32 2R, ARFIRY B & MBS R Y.

33 (AN S 2R B R P -4, IEERTTEITHISE, BEIRMIAIEE & LR
HFOER.

34 FRMBE LAY+ H, —FETH—H, IRFIZEE FREEl -4, sLanE il
IRFIFE T,

35 FRHSFIEEEG 48, FRARBE RS — VIR BRI g . M e SR
W, (EEHSET.

Numbers 26:63-65

63 75 LR 7 EE PE AN SS =] AR e B A S AP B S [ B S A A S Y 4y
HOE R LIS A

64 (B3 A, )9 A — (B2 EEPE AIZE ] s fm i A P TSR B A8y LA
A

65 R BRFOEEm EIMAFTER, M ASESEAENREY. A DABR T HB A ERy bl A h A1
HY S F&IYF o DS, H—{E A @ H1EH.

TEFEP R B LLESI A - A EELEPE /LTI &I S -

Some of those assembled in the plains of Moab had been present when the covenant
was originally made at Sinai.

AR EREMREIS A T -

But the great majority were not even born.

AlEEEGER 5 MFTERAERE T LAY -

Yet: Moses affirms: all of them indeed were “present” at Sinai.

R Ry MIEL PR SE ARk (solidarity) - I o8 /5Ll EAYIZEY -
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Because of their solidarity with their forefathers by genealogical continuity, they were
involved in the covenant-making ceremony at Sinai.

Ritt: BY EXTENSION:
PEMRF AR IV EE—RSTE > A28 TP LAITEY -

Every subsequent generation of believers was present at the time of the making of
the ancient coveannt by the genealogical principle.

b B RO AT BT ILAVEY - B4R — YRS -

The covenant of God to redeem a people of himself is indeed a unified whole.

b. Ef Deut. 29:14-15

14 FAEERITELY, B,

15 NLEAEAP —[RIBSERRFIZE R _ERFATATHY, 305 HAERFIEEA A, Tt
Iz EY, EE

ESFTAEENLIESIA » GOS8 - AR E I -

All Israel then living had been assembled by Moses in the plains of Moab, including
women and children.

EH Deut. 29:11

S HIEMES, B (FOUESDR), £, BR, DLESIHIE TIRMVZET, 72
FrE P&, DU R IR SEk KA A, #EAE R AIEE IR FIRY 77 i,

HAEBAIERN » AR ERENRILLIIER - i 2EEiESEe
AR B EFEELE -

Only those not yet born could not be present for the covenant renewal ceremony.
But Moses extends the provisions of Deuteronomy to include peoples yet to be born.

c. 3 UL A STDUEEIS4 (L ?
How far can this “generation principle” be extended? Psalm 105:8-10 replies:
=% Psalm 105:8-10

8 thaC MLy, BRI, {FTIISHTES, BT
9 WUZHBLnn{HAIZEATILNY &Y, [0 DU E.
10 il SRR AZ &Y IRIHE RS E R B, [5) AERH I TE Ry k BB HIEY,

—TR ForkiEZEY o A B IREHAIZIER -
A thousand generations — imply an eternal covenant. Eternal succession — in every
generation, the line of God’s coveannt people shall be maintained.

d.E= Deut. 7:9
AL, PREEHIE R AIEEIRAY _E7g, fe B3, =E TR . [r BTl
HINSFEY, iizg s, B3

BRI > e e Z &RV E
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This passage: the decalogue’s role as summation of the Mosaic covenant.

H Ex. 20:5, 6

5 A E BRI G, WA T ERE, R AR FIZE/R L7 & S AP 7, (RIR
1y, TN BEMHYSE, BT, BEE =T,

6 EIK, SFHGEm ey, BohE e s, JEEIT R

R REC 200 6 (JIEF 70 9) sREITU BEE » REZL -

As enlightened by Deut. 7:9, Ex. 20:6 refers to thousands of generations.

God will show lovingdkindness to a thousand generations. Reference to a “thousand
generations” intends to depict th concept of an etenal covenant.

e AR AR T AR S EE

In the context of the genealogical principle, Peter’s words is to be understood:

#iE Acts 3:25

RIS RIEY 715, K2 Ear BLRFIHSR AT LS, st aadr =it B &
%, FER IR S8,

B s o EEPY - K2 AR » B EHAVER A -

The genealogical provisions of the covenants with Abraham, Moses, and David
extend into the new covenant.

LIAN AR FIMENEE - 49 BfE Eag gt Eas g1

Covenant relates not only to external matters; it includes the gift of the Spirit to
God’s people.

£% |saiah 59:21
HRANEERS, N EREAM IR ILAV4Y, T iE k. TN IRAVEER, [FHASTRAVEER
BEIREY O, A ERIR R SRR B R iy O, (€S B EKAE, Bl fIEEERHY.

cefBfIERtR Sy - EAEEHZEEEE -

The blessing of Abraham is related to the receiving of the Holy Spirit.

IR EERZ R - 2IER Fr FER ORI ET -

The gift of the Spirit to new covenant believers comes in fulfillment of the covenant
promises to Abraham.

1 Galatians 3:13-14

13 FE B R fMsz 7 CeH, Ui IR B A0V TEeH, RUAEE EadE: “IL
HMEARTHE E# 21 FLaa Y.

14 Z ISR e, REEHRER A DAESEINE A, EERFIRESZERTE
FFEE.

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law ... in order that in Christ Jesus the

blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles so that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith.” (Gal. 3;13, 14)
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M{EMTFFRYER]: TWO COROLLARY PRINCIPLES:

(a) “fiE ($EF) ” HY[FRA: “Grafting” principle

TESetHIH - Jg A ESMmARHY - t ] sEEFE R LRV E G 2L

From the earliest time, the “ingrafting” of those not of natural Israelite birth was
made a possibility:

gl Gen. 17:12, 13

12 fRFHEARN BT, e X EAEN, BEMEE Z/NHIRFRE/MAER,
EIARE/\H, #EZELS.

13 R ARV HIR B/, #hEZEE, S5, IRV AR AEE b
TEK ZBIEY.

2t Romans 11:17, 19
17 R SR AT T 2K, IR B E e K rh, — S BHERavAE 1.
19 fRE a5, AT 2K, 2R Ryl FedE L.

i Galatians 3:29
RS TEE » s AfIFENE S » eBEEIFRZEREN T -

(b) “BYEE” #YJE Al “Pruning” principle

AoAH MRS - Wa st tAy R RE i L4 sThs -

It is also possible for a natural seed of Abraham to be removed from its position of
privilege.

EIFAIGE B N ESTHY R R sREEE T -

This principle may be traced back to the earliest experience of the line of promise.

zf£ Romans 9:13

IEANEE EATRS, (S IRPTERY, DUm 2 3ATERY ]

% Cf. Malachi 1:2, 3

2 BRAOEERS, $o 8 R, IRFIANER, fRAE S8 B2 Ve, ERFIEEsR LR 26
A EFEHEE. FRATIEHE,

3 DU, (AT LLEE R, FEA A S G IR B Y Er ).

Bl Genesis 25:23
HEFOEE S E, WIEAE/RAE . WIEZRGEIR & _EHZR. EE TR HRIE. B K
AR EE /N

B BB OV VR “HERIAETIA MER L -
This concept of pruning must be given full weight in the definition of “Israel.”
HIEELLEFIA - A AZEMmAR FRE B FEaemme -

“Israel” cannot be identified merely as ethnic descendants of Abraham.

z& Romans 9:6
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g EARRIEEE T 2. IR IE L SR, AEE LS.

IRV E D SRS DEsA—F RZuBAirEiEs » e wahr
ZEHIE LHILAESIA 5 10 ERAE LIMEHEERATIMTA -

Those who, in adidtion to being related to Abraham by natural descendancy, also
relate to him by faith, plus those Gentiles who are ingrafted by faith, constitute the
true Israel of God.

& “FIER IR AT - AR BERR B 2R ARy IR AT -

This “pruning” principle does not have the effect of nullifying the genealogical
principle of natural descendency.

“BIRR” R ENERI A E S ¢ BIAES: B Ry
TR ZIRT -

The “pruning” principle may threaten any who would be presumptuous, but it does
not suggest that God’s grace works against the natural order of creation.

A ROEI R BN A E L E CRDERIRRE (REE) 5 T3 ARYIE -

The grace of God in salvation is not against creation’s order; it is against sin.
FEES R A RO R TR - ARG TR B 28 1 B iy =507k -
The Christian must avoid a nature/grace dichotomy as he considers the working of
God in salvation.

A HROE TR WAR RS YRR © MREE - BRI EZHA—E )
Redemption has the effect of restoring the order of creation, and the solidarity of the
family is one of the greatest of creation’s ordinances.

A HROE TR EHEAAE TN AR o« B RiEH A SR AR R -
The genealogical character of redemption’s activity underscores the intention of God
to work in accord with, rather than in discord with, this creational ordering.

R ERp AT HIAYEY SRR SR —1M: - &N -

Therefore: The genealogical principle of God’s covenantal activity stresses the unity
of the covenants.

EWEEEL - DS HIEST o BEE T

“Unto a thousand generations” God abides faithful to his covenant promises.

B HEAARAES - (AR AEEE RS —E (EFFR) -

This faithfulness across generations binds all successive covenants to one another.
EFEZE - BEEZE IR 24 > B —ELER FEHAL -

The covenants of Abraham, Moses, and Dvid actually are successive stages of a
single covenant.
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2. EREIEIRIE—it > A

Unity Includes (Incorporates) God’s New Covenant

LLeS eI TR S WYY - £ Eagst &l A BJepinydy o &l - A0t
7 [ LS AT RS PRV - BIeAiavsIny e e nat (FES) -

The new covenant, promised by Israel’s prophets, does not appear as a distinctive
covenantal unit unrelated to God’s previous administrations. The new covenant
promised to Israel represents the consummate fulfillment of the earlier covenants.
W2 4 » BEE 2L - IR &IaE A% (4ar) HIREHE - E5—
BE > EELSRRIBAN IS - M EIERE “ie 2 E R LU B -
This organic relation of the new covenant to the covenants of Abraham, Moses, and
David, finds explicit development in the Old Testament prophecies concerning the
covenant, and also in the New Testament realization of this consummating covenant.
A ERIEELIEGTAAEE » FréUiEnnBhirs - EEMAFELEHSHESR -
From either perspective, the new covenant may be understood in no other way than as
a realization of the prophetic projections found in the Abrahamic, Mosaic, and
Davidic covenants.

HRFPRICHINTH S S EHETHY 5 5 MR T RIEE /S 2 & PR
Jeremiah’s classic prophecy clearly relates the new covenant to the Mosaic covenant.
B Jeremiah 31:31-33

31 HSAIEERS, H 52, EBLLAES SRR 55 1LY,

32 AMEFRALE M HIRAY T, ST R AR (%, BEARL IR I HYEY - FREE(E
ISR, fAFTANE T FRAYEY. B AIEERR Y,

33 HSAIEERS, ANLE HT-LI%, TREALLEF e A 1L KUY S i bk FRERFERAYENE
AL P E, BAEMITO E. FRE(EAFIRY_ B, I ERE TR

EAE R AR B S AR R R LAY » MR EANMGEEPR 2 4 -

This “new covenant” with the “house of Israel and with the house of Judah” will not
be like the Mosaic covenant in its externalistic features.

g 0 BRI EEZEM R O E

But the law of God as revealed ot Moses shall be written on the heart.
AN A EX « Aifa o BRI s T AR T =Cal A [E] -

The substance of the law will be the same; the mode of its administration is different.
o [HERFPRETTRS Y4y > a5 IS EARE EEEFEARINY -
The form may change, but the essence of the new covenant of Jeremiah’s prophecy
relates directly to the law-coveannt made at Sinai.

TEERFPRE 32 2 » MUREIEIIVTES » Fsa i ZE 2 L REEAR -

In the following chapter (32), Jeremiah combines a refeence to the new covenant with
alusion to the ancient covenant made with Abraham.

AR EAR I (FEHAAEMA R (4167) -

God will “faithfully plant™ his people “in this land” (verse 41).

AR EEMTE R EE—ERS - EAM AR (39, 40 67) -

He will “give them one heart and one way” that they may fear him always (vv. 39-40).
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H[S Jeremiah 32:39-41

39 FREEMFIRZILE Lo ElE, Zr P4 R E > BRI FR A T4
(SRiEES

40 SCEEAM LK R, DEEE M TR, M EER M - B TE R
YL, A BEREFK.
41 B =it BEAM ], B OB, S E R IR T

JeHIRE S L EE R BAE AR » B BRI FE Z SYRDHT SRR E AR T -

By combining these themes, Ezekiel joins the Abrahamic with the new covenant.
LI R —(EREAG - e Eir TR RV ERS (89) -

These two covenants unite to form a single expectation for God’s people.

SR AP &S tRERT &IN5 SeRTFTa RIS A pEE oK -

The prophet Ezekiel also relates the new covenant to God’s previous dispensations.
& 34 20-25 $2H EA7 R AR BB DL @A IEe T —(E P L4

Ezekiel 34:20ff. refers to a “covenant of peace” which God will establish with Israel.

4t Ezek. 34:20-25

20 FrDA, EEBFOZELNEEESR, FROME SR = o Rl 7.

21 (R R A2 F S e — U 509, SO AR, DB R Pasg.

22 Pt LA, MR ATEEE A FHERY). Bt e =F A0 o T e A

23 TR IE AR, FeE A, B TRAYEE A KA. i EeE AR PR
(WNER N

24 FRHSFIEE M EAMFIRY 77, FeaVEE AR MEMM o REE . 22 2 BRI EE SR Y.

25 TR MBI A A, (BT IR AR, M L AR ST, B E AR .

AR R AR B EEA K AR PR

PRI - &I EE SR R Z G2 R -

God will set over them one shepherd, his “servant David,” who will be prince over
them. (verses 23-24). Thus the new covenant merges with the Davidic covenant.
FeRILAPESSAE S9SN — BB ANRVEE SO » a2 &4 BEPR 24y - K24y
AR AR B DL S F T S HA S A —tE -

In a second, most remarkable passage, the prophet Ezekiel combines allusions to the
Abrahamic, Mosaic, and Davidic covenants with a word of prophecy concerning
Israel’s future covenantal expectations.

AFEREE R [ SRR — KAV S (4537 24-26) -

He anticipates by divine inspiration the day in which:

%5 Ezek. 37:24-26

24 T BE AR E A EAFIEY . R MR —(EH . P ANEfE Feay e > G2 ST
AT,

25 MM MEAE G Fe e NS B, SRS IRFIF IR AT 2 3. ATt ey
T, WA, BB AR, FeayEe ARELMEM IR E, EEKE.

26 i H BEEAM TN P4, 1R Rk &Y. et SRt M 22 B A, (E ey
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NBOE 2, AR PRI IATEEFT, B EKE.
FEIBERRESCE > —HEEAIRFIREY > E AL R —(E_ERr AT EIE -

Now all three ancient covenants combine into a single divine ordering.

A RTANIIEST - HAERT SR - RS o SeMIHITHS o R T aa
T2 FEPEZ A Rz &) » AR Ear BL DA e 51 A TTEIVHREY

By the new covenant, all the promises of God find their consummation. These
prophetic passages relate the Abrahamic, Mosaic, and Davidic covenants to Israel’s
future covenant expectation.

TEESHIIESFE - W& By BAER » WA EHE ~ Y  HraIEhe s
LIFTA Y IET FIHA S A4S S I TERR -

The new covenant does not appear in the promises of the Old Testament as some
novelty previously unknown to God’s people. Instead, the new covenant represents
the collation of all the old covenant promises in terms of a future expectation.
TEELRFH - BRI A KRR OIS AV e -

So far as the history of the Old Testament people of God is concerned, the provisions
and expectations of the new covenant never found realization.

BN EEMERIVTHS - fEddE 2 %A —(E “2R 5" CNERY) fEs -

Prophecies concerning restoration to promised land received a “mini-realization” at
the point of return after exile.

FEHIFTTHS Y 70 F4dE 2 1% - DL ERAVIEER [BI S A, -

Israel did return to the land after the 70 years of prophesied captivity had transpired.
ALEIE R/ N - HEARE SR - ARRER e MIERTHS HYIER: -

Yet this small-scale restoration, significant though it may have been, hardly could be
understood as fulfilling the magnificent expectations described by Israel’s prophets.

DR SCHERFPRE 32 ZEryERE:

Calvin explains the prophecy of Jeremiah 32:

“When Christians explain this passage and the like, they leave out the liberation of the people rm Babylonian exile,
as though these prophecies did not belong at all to the time; in this they are mistaken. And the Jews who reject
Christ, stop in that eartnly deliverance. But the Prophets, as | have said, begin with the return of the people, but
they set Christ also in the middle, that the faithful might know that the return was but a slight taste of the full grace,
which was alone to be expected from Christ; for it was then, indeed, that God really planted his people.”

(John Calvin, Commentaries on the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah and the Lamentations, Grand Rapids, 1950,
4:220-221.)

HEERER - HavsIsER L 0 A E RE SRR ERE

In the glories of the New Testament era, the new covenant is formally inaugurated.
ERHISTERAS o ER ETIERYRHE - ¥rdy7 EEe e SIAIIERT -

By the ministries of the incarnate son of God the new covenant finally brought to
fruition the promises of the Abrahamic, the Mosiac, and the Davidic coveannts.
HREREE SIS » R T8 (TLEIRYIRE ) AN

Jesus Christ indicates the point of formal inauguration of the new covenant, at the
institution of the covenantal meal of the Lord’s Supper.

FEREAAGER: EME R IL AT 2 RIRFIR TR (3% 220 20) -
Having taken the cup, he declares: “This cup wwhich is poured out for you is the new
covenant in My blood” (Luke 22:20).
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AN - EEFEEAAEE Ay o pF (FORMIERIT ) SR FEIRar T -

At that crucial moment, Jesus communicates by word and deed that the distribution of

the cup representing his blood is the inauguration ceremony of the new covenant.

LIHVIEST - AFEE B T RIVEART © E ] DIEE » E20VEE T -

No Ionger is the covenant a promise to be anticipated. It is a reality to be enjoyed.
EEFRTESR - fiade  BOUSEIISINEE - ISRt -

The Christian celebrates the reality of this new covenant relationship, each time he

participates in the Lord’s Supper.

(EAEPREE A0 Ry & ZLURYRES - M8 R FHRARAYES
Paul the apostle recognizes this supper to be a covenantal feast in that he echoes the
words of the Lord Jesus concerning the “new covenant™:

#H] | Cor. 11:25
ik, ISR EAERAAR, B8, B IRV AT L&Y, IR a2 F RS2, ZE
AT, BvEst ek,

T HREHIEE AR - FrEUHIERT - BEPE Y > EAEER 1T - [EmiRS |
FHESFRIYTES |

The writer to the Hebrews also recognizes the fulfillment of these new covenant
promises for the present age by citing Jeremiah’s prophecy at two points:

7 Heb. 8:6-13

6 S HRERFTTSEYI 2 2R, IR ERE 2 2 QYR iR, BAR R EE
JEFFILHY.

7 T RTEVAE AR, BURRE = KR AT T

8 FTLALFET Ay E 4R, (B ERT LA EFERTEIRERKER) [H T2, FREEELIE
FNZR, RIRERZE, 554,

9 NMEFAIZMFTHEFEEY T, SR iR R Az, B pr i av4y. R~
TR SFERINEY, T A ERAM. 2572 T80 ]

10 & XG5, DIbEe H 7 Llig, IREADIES R AT IINEY ) e iEtk. IEFIRIVEIRIE
fr PR, B O b, FREEEMAFIRY BAF, M = ERA (R

11 MR & A BEE B CHVATAS, F1H CHIZE 5, 8%, (R e0ek £ R R AT 5
/INHVEZRHY, BRI a K.

12 FREBEAMAFIA R, NSt fIrYERE ]

13 BRERHT4Y, SLLARIEY AEE T . (BN EE =y, sL i s 1.

7% Heb. 10:15-18

15 RS IR FIVE Ra8. (R R BREai A,

16 [F5R7, HBLE HFLUg, TREL AT TL 4T e B I R R A S A
o by AR ]

17 DIg ke, [BA FlatMAvsERR, R fIryiEie.]

18 ;ELELFE M e, LA RIERIE T .
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A AR EIEETEEE ALY - WIEAAPRETHSZ ALY (5K 8: 6t
9 15) -

In these contextual comments, the writer relates the “better” covenant of the present
age to the “new” coveannt prophesied by Jeremiah (cf. Heb. 8:6 with 9:15).

7 Heb. 9:15
B TR TR, BEARZ IR T AL BRI TR > IUEEE 2 A
FEFTIE K BN EE.

BRI - BRFPREREHY 8 8989 » B R s B I ray =5 -
In a most pointed fashion, he indicates that Jeremiah’s word concerning the “new”
coveannt is the Holy Spirit bearing witness to “us” (Heb. 10:15).

#¢ Heb. 10:15
BB EME AR N AR,

PRI M AR (A -

THHLEE > EEPE o NIRFHIEY - fESHETHHAEAER (KE) T o By
& R —BRHY -

Thus it may be concluded that:

The covenants of Abraham, Moses, and David find fulfillment in the reality of the
new covenant of the present day. God’s covenants throughout the ages are one.

Hr & 44HY (consummating) 5 fEEREFAM 7] DUE tHERE— M
This oneness finds splended testimony in the consummating character of the new
covenant.

3. YNNG - BfE LR EEE BRI 1IAEY
Unity Extending to the Covenants made with Noah and Adam

THAIFE Z AIHYEY - BUHEARINEY - HRAGIE ? A8 — M EFESeRiny 4y ?
How do the covenantal administrations prior to Abraham relate to later covenants?
Does the unity of God’s covenant include these earlier administrations?

A. bEABEiEETIAYEY - L T IR AJRRVESTS o N B EEAAYETE] 0 HEC
HIZ RO 7B -

The covenant with Noah provides the preservative structure by which God’s purpose
to redeem a people for himself may be realized.

£l Gen. 8:22
MBI, B, 388, LB, ERMANEET.
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EREHFSK  WRRAE - 2 ERFaTHER » BB LR AT I HIEY -
Even today, the regularity of seasons remains established, because of God’s
covenanting word with Noah.

B. NIHEER 218 DagprE &y ia - EReRI 7 epE B E R (118Y) EHE
CREEHAY TR -

The curse pronounced soon after the fall of man was, at the same time, a commitment
by the Almighty to redeem a people to himself.

REBAEER S| AT E R - BiRsE (ZLARY) BEiiEiE:
In Romans, Paul alludes to the covenantal commitment of God to guarantee the
triumph of the seed of the redeemed over Satan:

& Rom. 16:20
P32 LA, BRI B BSRAE O PR T B E AP RA BN S BRI PIEAE.

&l] Gen. 3:15
IR MUFRFIZ AR I R L. IREVIE B AIZZ AR B A7 . ZZ ANBV IR 2L
EARAVEE, RS HHTRIER.

At ISRV ERE - SSRGS - B A KA B
Thus — God’s word of commitment spoken first to the serpent has abiding
significance today.

C. A » BB RTHI NIHVEY - SR E AR IET -
Certain aspects of God’s bond with pre-fallen man ended with the entrance of sin.
NI n SRR SRR - BRI PR By R T -

Man no longer faces Adam’s option to choose whether to eat the forbidden fruit.

NEFEETE R RS AVHERE - AP Bt P sy - (R AISE AR -

Nevertheless, man continues to exist throughout the ages as a being made in God’s
image with certain obligations to the Creator.

MNMEBREAEBRS - JaH e 0 AFREL  BERE R GRS’
FEHYE - (iSSR0 -

He still has the responsibility to multiply, to subdue the earth, and to offer the work
of his hands to the glory of the Creator/Redeemer.

R RS NS £ E &S ERA R - L B BLAFAIIHIEY - 928F
X BEEERN -

Because of this continuing relationship of creature to Creator, the original bond of
God to man continues to have abiding significance.

45sw CONCLUSION
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RET0HY > BREEFAYRVEERE R AT — 8y - B IrEy » Ztay+ RS w2
KRB -

The covenant structure of Scripture manifests a marvelous unity. God, in binding a
people to himself, never changes.

PAIEL - PEnn & FIHCARERE - _Ear SR BRAVEE S of - HERY&URY 2k (covenant
administration) &Y &R —2HY ©

Therefore: from Adam to Christ, a unity of covenantal administration characterizes
the history of God’s dealing with his people.

1. EFERNY: ARG —ME Unity of Theme in All of God’s Covenants

RS EAFTIIHY - N (FE) LHERIE—20Y - NS E—30 25 B
Bt T ER AV EIRIAZ L ©

The divine covenants of Scripture show a thematic unity. This unity of theme is the heart
of the covenant as it relates God to his people.

BT B RITAVAIRIEEEE S . IEIEIRMIRY B4 - RMBEIERAY TR -

A single phrase recurs as the summation of the covenant relationship:

“I shall be your God, you shall be my people.”

B H]EE AT AR Ry LU AR » Bl _EA7 B EIAE -

This phrase can be designated the “Immanuel principle” of the covenant: “God with us.”
EAEESIIIL N EAE

This declaration is the heart of the covenant.

1. BEFE - HRAE EFHEIEE - BEPY - KEFIIEY » TR -
This theme appears explicitly in connection with the covenants with Abraham, Moses,
David, and the New Covenant.

EAJEEEE IR AN 1727 -

The first occurrence of the phrase: Gen. 17:7.

£l Gen. 17:7
P BRI R O ARAY 1R e BRI RN, TR ACBHVEY, & B R IRAIR & & HY 7.

AR ILEE o FEn R iU ZEIIHILIAYENED (seal) -

God establishes circumcision as the seal of the Abrahamic covenant.

A AR ORES o AV RN EY -

God reassures Abraham, his covenant commitment is settled.
FREHREE T EE R REEN LY o EEERERERR -

The Lord affirms his intention “to be God to you and to your seed after you.”
The abiding significance of this relationship.

i RIEEEEP RIS B R

Under the Mosaic covenant, the phrase appears frequently, with pointed emphasis.
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KHZOEFRE - EARERCIESRIREER Rl it (F ERIEER -
The essence of the covenant has to do with the deliverance of Israel from the bondage of
Egypt, in order to become the Lord’s people.

H Ex. 6:6, 7

6 FrLAREEE DLES A ER, T AR RN e 22 (i (AR AV S B SR B TSR A, RUE
TR B AP Y B I A TR AP Y =5 T

7 IRE LR ARV E £, A A EIRPIA_ 77 AR R EIR E H AR 0y L,
BRI R N 2 B HEHY.

PEoU EECESINE - ERFIREEDAESIA > ikt MR K - A PR E CE AT
A FIEHIEER - MTEEEET Bravss - sifEs LR -

At the covenantal inauguration at Sinai, God reminds Israel that he delivered them from
Egypt and brough them to himself. If they continue in obedience, they will be his own
treasure.

+ Ex. 19:4,5

4 FRAR R AP TV, IREE R T, BB RIBAERH RS L, FokEREk.

5 WS IR B FETATES, By, MEAE RPEBRN TR - Rt
B FRHY.

TEEEPE AR R M R IV EFA LA AR R KRR -
Elsewnhere in the Pentateuch, we find the same connection between (a) the essence of the
covenant, and (b) deliverance from Egypt.

Lev. 11:45
PRI ROt SR HH AR AR AIZE, SEEIRMIAY B Fr DR E0R, R R TE
EEVZHY.

NABA—REFEREELI @SR Atanother point Moses reminds the people:

EH Deut. 4:20
HEAIZE IR P32 R SR AR, B BfesdE, R EH CEEN T R.ES5 H 5.

DA B AR EEFR S AT 47 AT B R 1240 - BEPE E &t M R B HY:
As Israel stands before God in the plains of Moab to renew the bonds of the covenant,
Moses indicates the express purpose of their gathering.

HH Deut. 29:13
B, MBI A RPT R FRYES, SLRIRY e BHI%E, DS FTiERyE, < H IR
TEHLE T, #IFEImey 7.

BRI HEY - EENA —EEAFBEHAY TR -
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The very purpose of the covenant isGod’s intention to make a people to be his own.

Brbl: THEREFORE:
Eoo(ah 2 2 S8FIEEPE 2 = > ERE LI B =AY E A -

Same summary of the essence of the covenant is in the Mosaic and Abrahamic covenants.

TERZ 498 - ARSI E ST
The same formula of covenantal summation appears in the Davidic covenant.

— XA Z] - REFHSAIHS R IL ERkrv&I e R E - Fefrdd ban BRI &
HIKESF - FI 30 MEHEFAVESEM: BB IIAYEY - FISURYE F K

At one crucial point, the high priest Jehoiada replaces the corrupted Queen Athaliah with
seven-year-old Jehoash, in order to maintain the line of David. 11 Kings indicates the
significance of the event. The covenant with David is related to the essence of God’s
covenant commitment.

F T 1 Kings 11:17
HRAaT HIS AfSE A0 RREARR AIZETL &Y, (ERRAIZEAVER. X EFEBIRITEY.

And Jehoida cut the covenant between Yahveh and between the king, and between the
people to be a people for Yahveh; and between the king and the people.

FE TN iEkEsCE, . Parallel account:

T 1l Chron. 23:16
HE T HE AR AN 1749, # A EHRRIEE AT R

And Jehoida cut a covenant between him(self) and between all the people, and between
the king, to be a people for Yahveh.

HSFOHR AT Faae 1L T 244y 2 Wl 2 =1 ? DU{E ? 33 Le&Ui MU RE Hos (T 2
Did Jehoiada institute two, three, or four covenantal relations? How do these various
covenant relate to one another? Interesting questions.

PR OERR - AR ZEER T -

The essence of the divine covenant finds explicit expression in the Davidic covenant.
AR RN R B E CRVKIR - BIDIESIRAE RV R - 22 SR -
The maintenance of the Davidic line in covenantal relation with Yahveh is related
specifically with Israel’s being “a people for Yahveh.”

DAPESE T DASYEIIZ O B Fam B _b B Ry s -
Ezekiel also discusses God’s commitment to David in terms of the essential theme of the
covenant.

PIPSSEE TiE AT - —RVEIEAR T FAEIRMEY_ L - IRTIEFERA TR
Ezekiel modifies the normal formula. As the full phrase generally occurs, it contains: (1)
| shall be your God, and (2) you shall be my people.
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DAPESE R AT ELR R 2 492 R (A
But Ezekiel dramatizes the relation of the covenantal formula to the Davidic covenant.
The prophet declares:

¢t Ezek. 34:24
FHRAIEE MEMAMIRY_EAF - FREVEE AR B OMEM M R REIEE - E2 PFIEEERAY -

KRR - ABRDIESR -

As covenantal representative, David substitutes for the whole of the people.

N Ryt 2 B HAIEERY - Rt A ERER @S AIEE

Because he belongs to the Lord, all the people belong to the Lord.
LI B FRIVIES - 15 B BUR R E SR R (R

The essence of the covenant finds its fulfillment through God’s intimate relation with the
heir to the Davidic throne.

ERNANESE - 5 FLWHTE -

The new covenant is also interpreted in its essence, by the use of this phrase, “to be a
people for the Lord™:

B Jeremiah 24:7
WEGLGMIREERIRAYL » FIBIEIFIZE o MMZ/ERN TR IREEMFIRY L
o R — LR A -

B[S Jeremiah 31:33
HEFO=EEsR - AP H DA% - IRELDIESIZ I iNEY @ iEhs : IERF IR ARE
MM E - BT o FREMEMAIRY A o M EREY IR -

HS Jeremiah 32:37-38

37 TAERR ~ BEAAMEIRF > K LLES R - Hig > PSRt
Tt 74 n we (ORI 10K e 51 =1 o LA A [ S AN B

38 M I FRet IS » FREE(EMMIHY B7F -

femAae s B RAREVEEN : A —K - EEIEERHINI S LR (5 -
Zechariah: dimension of the future covenantal expectations for God’s people.
Zechariah anticipates the day, in which many nations will be joined to Yahweh.

o Zechariah 2:11
HBEE, VA EF 25 BRI B AIEE, /R (FRSCPEER) BT, (RS2 HR) ZEEIRFHE ...

WNHVEEMIEN - 85 TN

The essence of the covenantal relationship is clearly extended to include the Gentiles.

Zechariah 8:8: The ethical significance of the essence of the covenantal bond.
In the day of the full restoration of the people of God, they will be God’s people in truth
and righteousness.
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oo Zechariah 8:8
FELAMAZK, (EAIEAERRES TS F. T ERRAT+ . FREEMIHY 77, #B4&

Sk E N

Rt EFFHY T RIEZ Sk E 5t (HH#) -

Therefore, the people are to speak the truth to one another:

oo Zechariah 8:16
TR ETTH SR, & N EANSRERE, 1R T i 2 3 A i A RIEE.

EESSUEREHON B RE o (B30 e EEER R )
This verse finds explicit application to God’s new covenant people as they enjoy the
unity of the body of Christ.

3 Eph. 4:25
FrMR MRS S, S NS E . R RIk(Me L AR

VLR - O ER A EEMAT B FRE B 28 10 %61 16 -
Explicit application of the essence of the new covenant to God’s people in the present
(New Testament) age is found in Hebrews 8:10, and Il Corinthians 6:16.

7% Hebrews 8:10
F NER, IR HFLUg, TRELDLES R AT EY S iE ik . IRERF AR M
[TETRE %7 0 O o 52 U = o 14 == (25 et B

1% 11 Corin. 6:16
AR E G A EEAE EVE. R Rk 4 FRFIEL. sial BRr ek, [
151 = B o € 1A o 17 52 = M s A (- (== A O =N

A BRI AR R R RIS T IR L E SR o EAERELL
EHNERAER K o7 Bl HiZK

This call to a separated holiness represents a most appropriate application of the covenant
formula, since Moses originally related the phrase to Israel’s separation from the
uncleanness of Egypt.

Cf. Leviticus 11:44-47, esp. 44-45:

44 TR HEAIEEIRAIAY B3 > AR BB R » (R EGEEERAY « IRt A ]
eI EREY 5k E C -

45 T fEIRFIER ROt A ARV AT EE - SEEIRFIEY 77 > FrDURFIZEEER

RPGEERRRY -

2. BEEE  FIE EFEEEEMTRE S  FEHXK -
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The theme “I shall be your God and you shall be my people” is developed particularly in
association with God’s actually dwelling in the midst of his people.

BRAC ORGSR —THE N EE > 2 EWEEt T RET -

The reality of God’s residing among his people displays an ever-increasing significance
throughout Scripture.

EAHYIERT - (e RSB R A 2 ERREA B RS - AEAEE o 1k
TR B SENE -

It moves from the figure of the tabernacle to the figure of the temple to the figure of the
city of God. It involves the incarnate Christ, the church of Christ, and the final
glorification of God’s people.

A EFEE - B EfE T RETIVEE - #BEO0 AR REEIRIRY L
o ARFIEERAY TR -

In each case, God’s dwelling among his people is related directly to the heart of the
covenant concept: “I shall be your God and you shall be my people.”

BT R E T EE - VRS > REHUEMMIRY A o TR TR -
By dwelling in their midst, God seals the reality of the fact that he indeed is their God

and they indeed are his people.

TR AN EEVHAT RS
Tabernacle = the initial fulfillment of the essence of the covenantal relation.
A DL e R o IR M TE -

God commanded Israel to construct the Tabernacle that he might dwell among them.

H Ex. 25:8
N g R BIEEE T, SR n] UEAEA A .

IR A T R G EHT

The tabernacle was to be the place of God’s meeting with his people.

Hi Ex. 29:42-44

42 EEAFHSAIZEET AT, SRl 0T, (EORFI AR B RE A3 RS A A LR P4
, FOPRPTRREE.

43 WEAEHMEIL LIS AAG, Giml BTSRRI R 2.

44 TRE(H RN R EE, B ca A 51 EE, TR At RIRTI T

G BIHARIEE R BRI ESIRTE S ey B -
The effect of the consecration of the tent of meeting was that: God would dwell among
the sons of Israel, and would be their God.

*H Ex. 29:45
WEAEAE LS AR, fEMEY 7.

FI] Lev. 26:9-13
9 REERAIKM, FEIRMIEER S, hEBR{TEEFTILHIEY.
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10 RPN, X RHTE R GH .

11 FeBAE IR o I T ERAV RS, FRHY A BRECR .

12 FeBAE IR 778, FREMEIRTIRY B4, IR ERAY TR,

13 PR HCAEE IR _E75, ERHR IR R R, (BRI TR R ARYLLES, FX
TR S AV, TUIRTHESTE.

FRANE0 25 KGR SRS FIEE BRI A A A E M S B TRV fE R 5 THER L SR — (o
Bk el EEE T RE T

The emphasis in Deuteronomy on “the place” where the Lord was to “choose for his

name to dwell” anticipates the centralization of God’s dwelling in Zion among his people.

FH Deut. 12:5, 11, 14
5 B HSAIFEIR IR _EAF IR P28 SOR s B (A e Ry I A R - IRt & A
2K,
11 AR B AT M R PIHIRESS, SP224%, o Bl — Z PRI - TP ER S, G R AIEE
s TRARRAY — V) 524%, ARSI ANEE IR L Fr BT Ryttt 2 YT
14 MR FIBE IR A — SR AT R IR0t 7, IR ZEAE AR 4%, TTH— DIy
UEHREY.

FH Deut. 14:22
IR IR R AT ERY, SR (R AR e, 0 B—27

FH Deut. 16:2, 6, 7, 11

2 (REFEHSAIFEAT T R ARV IS A, TP B R R e B A SRS HIS AT
HEIRHY_ £

6 HEAERRFIEEGR b B R S 1L Ryt SR P, 1 b H V&S, 2 IR s Ky
HRF{2%, TR 2.

7 EAEHSAIEE (R _ B FrBE Rt T HE A T (B E ), K H R RS R EHRAIER
P

11 RAIREE 2L, CAR, S EAE PRI AR, PARAE ({P o [ B Y B S 554, 4TS
SEATHRFOEEGR 7 B0 Syt 4 A JE P, 72 AP AR A _E 75 AT .

EiyiRESUAY TR - L EERRE T BB T RIETE

At the heart of the theocracy is the principle of God’s being with his people.
ELEHRRNTES - R B e R EE - TR R ERsE sk -
Projections concerning the future also relate God’s dwelling in the midst of his people to
covenant fulfillment.

DAPH4EE: _iFAYErEL Ezekiel expands on the figure of God’s tabernacle:

%t Ezek. 37:26-28
26 3 H FeZ BT Z2AEY, 1E Rk &Y. Feth SRt 22 EAE A, S ey A%
W25, AEM I RIRE I IRAVEERT, HEIKE.
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27 FAVSERTMEAL P . FEEMFIRY_E7, MR TR
28 FRHVEERTAE LS PR EL Rk 3, S NE AL AT, T2 I DA SR R B HISRT
zE,

KIHYAT: B RAY bAg - BLEEREGRIRATED - EREARE - A7 B+ Ay
[FAE - FEEE R e -

The summarizing formula of the covenant is related directly to future expectations
concerning the sanctuary: it will be realized in the form of the temple.

T IRFHAAY e 2 e - UERAE L B SR ERIRZ0 -

In terms of the consummate experience of the new covenant, the theme of Immanuel as
the sum of the covenant also plays a central role.

EREERERAS - AR -

God tabernacles in human flesh by the presence of the Incarnate Son.

%7 John 1:14
BT RS EEERMTR - Eekmtia B HEH - FM RS HE S
TERSIAEFIAE -

EAH TR B YRR -
God’s people = temple of the Lord, “being built together into a dwelling of God in the
Spirit.” (Eph. 2:21-22)

# Eph. 2:21-22
21 % (BifF2) B EMTREEE-a = MnER A T AVEE L.
22 IRt SEM IR A, B Ry b #E3 BE SR R (LAY FT (L.

W EAERUEN T RECT B8 0 ERE RS R e
The great multitude of the redeemed which no one can number serve the Lord day and
night in his temple, having God’s tabernacle spread over them (Rev. 17:5).

FZ Rev. 7:15
A AHLAFIAE B 75 B R A, BIRAT s Bzt AL e 2 A R e JEE At 7.

KN AT E AR MBAEEE A - SURERURER 210 3¢
The final echo of the covenantal formula in Scripture is found in Revelation 21:3

Bl Rev. 21:3
EE A RS E R, B, LiREAE A, e A EE, M= E
TR, b ZE B B AT, TRy B

And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behond, the tabernacle of God is
among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God
Himself shall be among them.”

EEIEY IS swE ERpHIASGERE B ARt TR B A T R B R ERT
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The context relates closely to the creation-ordering of things. A “new heaven and new
earth” prepare the way for the consummate dwelling of God among his people.

El Rev. 21:1
B R —E# R, R ATty R E&E Lk 7. Bt A AEAE 1.

RIS ELHY R ERE - SaFR: DURAFIRR] » ARy T/ -

This echo of creation in relation to the theme of the covenant supports the suggestion that:
The Immanuel principle binds the whole of Scripture together.

LA - R T B B RS RS RS -

At the heart of the covenant may be found the substance that unifies the long history of
God’s dwelling with his people.

3. bipHm T RER% - BIERANEE - EEE—EAS EEEEH -
The theme “I shall be your God and you shall be my people” reaches its climax through
its embodiment in a single person.
HREE YT e etvEsRs (lE) -
In Christ, the covenant theme finds consummate fulfillment.
LIHIZ O ESRR » BBy E Ay IS A RS -
The essence of the covenant concept unites with Israel’s messianic expectations.
ELHRIARIVIIE SR E—E A S ) e 0 Es - 2+ - s -
The anticipation of the future focuses on a single individual who shall embody in himself
the essence of the covenant, while at the same time functioning as messianic head.
B LA E R 0 BB - A RN - B AR EREZE -
The Messiah embodies the covenant through suffering in behalf of others.
His is the servant of the Lord, he is King, but destined to suffer.

U2 BRI BE ARV SR - BIE ERF T RAVEY (AyiR) -~ EEEBIRDE -

He is God’s instrument appointed “a covenant to the people and light to the nations.”

%% Isaiah 42:6
WHBFIEE B AR AR, D EEERIRAYF, IRSFIR, (EIRTERRAV R (B PR &9) > 1ESh
AL,

Z% Cf. Isaiah 49:8
HEAIZE QI LR, IR ANEVIFEFFE /2 T 0K, 3Ry H BN TR, IRERER,
TRIE R ERRATH IR, (FPIRIESCIESY) 1St AR s 2 3 Ry 2.

%% |saiah 55:3, 4
3 R E T K. (I H MR, LS8, FRNELIRM T ALY, B MR A A o] FEaY

BN

WEIMLMIFE RS, KERIVETAIE <.
ErEprARETE] > HEE - AS bRk > EERSE -

In this single person, all God’s purposes find climactic fulfillment.
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e BB ITE » i H CAS R T LAHIEY -

He is the head of God’s kingdom, and the embodiment of God’s covenant.

S b “BAFIRFRY B > (RFIERET TR 22 T ERAN S ER -

In him “I shall be your God and you shall be my people” achieves incarnated reality.
TR LR AR H L - R ERFROERYFTA IS - HE mIH

Because the various strands of hope for redemption converge on this single person, He
becomes the unifying focus of all Scripture.

BRRE - AI4Y - EBAE DL AR Ry —3G -

Both “kingdom” and “covenant” unite under “Immanuel.”

A FEI TV CAFEEEPE R ERY )

It is not “the” blood of the covenant that he administers, as does Moses:

H Ex. 24:8
FEVERFMIRAE H 5 b, 81, 118, Er L&MW, 2R FIEER S — Vst BRI 17498y
BIE.

USSR = =22 AVAS i

Instead he solemnly declares “this is my blood of the covenant...”

K Matt. 26:28
N By iZ B AL, B2 NORHIZK, EFRIGHL

% Cf. Luke 22:20
B B AR, B, EFMNE R RMLFTILAHEY o & R IRFTIRH 2R -

HRE - HRLIH PR o HNERITEIRERVEDE © #ifks % HE TS

As kingly covenant-mediator, he does not administer merely the laws of the kingdom.

It is himself that he administers to the people.

EAHIEE—E - SR O EFRFRIVEE - STRRE—E - 22 -
The covenants of God are one. The recurring summation of the essence of the covenant
testifies to this fact.

E EARAEEE - B IAIEI R— o

In the person of Jesus Christ, the covenants of God achieve incarnational unity.
REHERERAE - EAgaY 5T QB R - BAREDEINY © RS ARE & -
Because Jesus, the covenant mediator, is not divided, the covenants cannot be divided.
FHRERE CIRs8IN — 8k - RBEER 2T — TR L ESRR -

He himself guarantees the unity of the covenants, because he himself is the heart of each
of the various covenantal administrations.

IV - 549875 DIVERSITY IN GOD’S COVENANTS
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(Robertson, pp. 53-63.)

EAHVEY - AEm AR - B - et —EY -

Both structurally and thematically, the covenants of God are one.

Al EAAERE S B TEIRY TR MR EERAT - LNV - A A =T7H -
But a rich diversity of covenantal administration appears in history.

Three basic structural distinctions have been suggested with respect to the covenants.

1- gliE 7 Al - Alli&E 2 %% Pre-Creation/Post-Creation Covenants

TR - B A PRRE DRI = —He Z EIHY&Y » b Ag (R R S AT YL -
Since the Reformation, distinctions have ben made between a pre-creation covenantal
bond among the persons of the Trinity, and a historical covenant between God and men.
BASRTSCBLT- IR SRR 4y » K INZ &Y > “FIPzg” » B a2 g -
Pre-creation covenant between the Father and the Son: “covenant of redemption,” the
“eternal covenant,” the “counsel of peace,” or “counsel of redemption.”

BN LA HIAE 16 > 17 SR EIRN - Aih - A IREESOREE Bl 2497 -
This particular “covenant” did not appear in 16" and 17" century Reformed creeds.

But it has been recognized broadly among covenant theologians since that time.

BN WMEE B K IEUE BE R H CHISERIE — Bt - EAERl
ASRLIAT > SR E BB TR -

We certainly affirm that God intended from eternity to redeem a people to himself.
Before the foundation of the world, God set his covenantal love on his people.

A2 HE B AR S TR ETE] TROE R — B - BRI R
LT —{E&7 > A5 —[B1E - BRI A A A b AR A DART Rk IR A o
But affirming the role of redemption in the eternal counsel of God is not the same as
proposing the existence of a pre-creation covenant between the Father and the Son.
Scripture simply does not say much of the pre-creation shape of the decrees of God.
SRR &T LT B S P A S

“Covenant”: to extend the bounds of scripture evidence beyond propriety.

HE: B2  EHER i FEZ LS - A EE 7 E ST NV
& o FTFAHTETHAVER AR - NUPATREEREZ = (L — 38 Z [ YLK I AY4Y -
Further: most of the discussion assumes that a covenant was a mutual contract, not as a
sovereignly administered bond. In view of more recent light on the character of biblical
covenants, a “covenant” among members of the Trinity appears even less likely.

2 - T4y » B> #7 Covenant of Works/Covenant of Grace

TR Z &R Z 4 A BSOS - 16 0 17 G EELTTERRTRE -

ThIS distinction is generally recognized; it has greater scriptural support.
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Covenant theology has spoken of a “covenant of works” and a “covenant of grace.”

BEETREED - SR B ARG

Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 7

— bR 2 IR R A E R, BEANA R AR ENRAR B R HAERE AR IR E S Ty
HEEER, MIERRERE L AITER, (ERMMEVOHERER), RS IIQI8 7 A KRS
1. The distance between God and the creature is so great that, even though rational creatures are responsible to obey
him as their Creator, yet they could never experience any enjoyment of him as their blessing and reward except by way
of some voluntary condescension on his part, which he has been pleased to express by way of covenant(a).

(a) % Isa. 40 : 13-17 ;

13 G G MRS A AIEER O (S G Fem AR AIEERY 88), BUfF AR e HUE?

14 1 LR, SEHCEM, SR PR FE M, SCRFRIGRZG s a8 22 ey s FE At
e ?

15 B, B REGKIRAT—, ER_EAYTEE. w208 B GHRi 2 v,

16 FIESME (HIRAE) R ELoRE, HrPHEB A S FREE.

17 & AR A AT G e 5, Wit B R R fi, T R 22,

{4 Job9 : 32-33;
AR GHTEN, AT LA E A, SUEBATH] LURITEEH.
BIPREDRATERHIN, AL A IR & 2 T

55 Ps. 113 : 5-6;
SRR IRFIEERR IR _EARIE? Ak B = 2 R,
HCO#E, BER L s,

HJob22: 2-3;
NEREE LA mlIE? & AMEEA =N T
IREBENATR, SIUSREEERIE? KT A5 S, SHReEHEFE?

G Job35: 7-8;
TR TRATR, ARG A ETEUE? it (R F B2 EIE ?
PRATAESE, BEREE/REEMIA. RAYATE, eIt A fS55E.

& Luke 17 : 10 ;
B IMPIESE T — VIR Iey, HEss, BROATEMAIEEN, FrfE AR R ME SR

1€ Acts 17 © 24-25 -
RS FEHAE T EYIH B3, BU@ RHAYE, A A FATEavR
A FAATIRE, FEEVEE, 5 CEFEaRE, BY), s A

o~ EREELFTIAIRIENTRAT Ry (TAE) 2 &Y, DISEERFE AIERR R, e sbay i 4 dnfER 4G aE
& AR A R4S AR S o

2. The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works (b) in which life was promised to Adam and, in him, to
his posterity(c), upon condition of perfect and personal obedience (d) .

n

(b) & Gen. 2 : 16-17 ;
HRSAIEE b Wy U fese, b & ey EAYS, AT AR .
FURIr Al EMe EYST, IR AT, BRI R fRE2 H 00 22 3E.

{a] Hosea 6 : 7 ;
A AN GE B 4, FEE A A T B e

fiGal.3: 12-
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RFEAAF(E, HE, [(TiELFER, s RG]

(c) gl Gen.3: 22;

HRFIEE_EAF 3, 5 AN EACERIRPIREADL, AR 2, BRAE LA e TSI AR At SR 1182, b i T s
# Rom. 10 : 5

BEPE R [ NCETTA R AR SR, s RIS ]

& Rom.5: 12-14 ;

12 IBEFRATRRENE— AA T HFL, IEXERETERAY, FYEIEEEEIRA, AR AL
T3

1378 F A2 M, SEC&EH B HGAEEE, JERESE.

14 ZRIMAEEE & 2 EERY, SERLIE T £, PSRN B an B U — SRyt A th ey . =5
& TR R R 2 N

z}cf. * ZE Rom.5: 15-20 -
RO NEY. R — AR, RAESE T, (A0 7 A S B R pR A R

W~}\u,\¢l§lﬁsﬂ% SAENIEHIERE R A E?

16 A— MUSERLE TR, A B, FaREHZE— AMETE. BT @il
TR,

17 FHR— AL, JERLRE— AE T £, Bzt i g~ BN, SR
SRR SR A — AR A ap{E B

18 JnEEAR, H—RAVIEIL, A HE SR, JEE, R —RNFT R A B iE &S
LT

19 A— AHteat, ARCR IR, B8R, IR— ANMIIEGE, AR A3 T

20 FEEAEINARY, MU . HUZFRE S, B % T

(d) gl Gen.2: 17
HEoy A E s EayRF, IR T, (R A REAY H 00 E SE.

fin Gal. 3 : 10.
JLLATREE RACHY, B HOTEEAY. R (8 L)eeE: A IREVAE LA — U2 ERTHY, BieiaE.]

~ NERREETE R 5 CA TR RS &Y Aran, EMUBRIISE 4y, iEim Rz 4 - HUB 4R AR an BRUR
%‘%Hﬁﬁ*ﬁége HIB4GEIEN, %mﬁ{*ﬂﬁﬂﬁ%gﬁﬁﬁﬁ( A FERTR R GSe — TR ERAEar A, EMPIREL
RERA(E -
3. Since man, by his fall, made himself incapable of life by that covenant, the Lord was then pleased to make a second
covenant(e), commonly called the covenant of grace. In it God freely offers life and salvation by Jesus Christ to
sinners, requiring of them faith in him, that they may be saved(f), and promising to give his Holy Spirit to all those who
are ordained to eternal life, to make them willing and able to believe(g).

(e)phnGal.3: 21;
EfE, EAR S ERERIERT RO R B 2! 5 S —ERE N NS iV E, | EEAT.

4 Rom. 3 : 20-21;
20 FrDJLA MSAAT S A —( ., RfTEDE, SEE LA ERifEss. A AR ALISE.
21 (H415 ERFIEREA AN AR BRIk, A ARISH fyis.

% Rom.8: 3;
AARKRARSE ST, AFTRRETHY, B8 B OISR T BOAIFEGHITIRIE T IETEL, TE AR E T IR E,

Bl Gen.3: 15;
PSCEIIRAIZ AR I B . IRAVIR S A1 ARV IR B AR L Ry (. 20 NBIIR T SEGIRETEH, (RS AIRIER.

Secf 0 FHlsa.42: 6
TRHSFIEER ARG MR, MBERIRY T, (RSFIR, (ERIER R IR (P ORFESUERY) TEMEARTE,
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(f)&JJohn3: 16 ;
EAEEA, EERHAEE TR, ISR, R 2R TR G AE.

ZERom.10: 6, 9
6 HEA M E LRI FRAIEER, [IRAZE0EER, sEZEAEIR EATERLEZE4E AV K.
O s CIEERER AR 2, /O A T FETE RS, SRS

BYRev.22: 17 -
BN AL 2 FER A AMRZER: 2. CUSHY A E 2. FREAVER AT LLE B BV drA 7Kg,

(9) £ Acts 13 : 48 ;
ANEATE R IEEE, SRECE T, B3 L, LB ESKEMAEET.

%% Ezek. 36 : 26-27 ;
A FG LS IR (O, A B B AR PR E . AR IR RS R B0, FB4STRIFTAL .
TG EE AR PR I, (ERPINEGE TR, B~ T IRV TS,

47John6: 37, 44-45;
37 NACATB4EIRAI N, D BIFIS . BIPis e, T ETE (.
A4 FERTEE BRI CRS N, BUZ A REEIHIEHEAHY. (FIHIEHAHY), RHBEY

{LURE=DES
45 fE5HIE ERES, (MPIEEEE tievEEl] NEER 2 B8, BEk
K.

MEjlICor. 12 : 3o
Bt AFRESFRIRMT, # A BV EERENAY, V@A SRR ARE 1] YRRy, B 2wt (B EIEEINY, A REER IR fkE Ay

Y - Pt AR B DU aR YA B, TotE L an E AR E 2 3R, WS HE e TS TR K E
ERHTEN—VIE -

4. This covenant of grace is sometimes presented in the Scriptures by the name of a will or testament, with reference to
the death of Jesus Christ (the testator) and to the everlasting inheritance — with all that belongs to it — bequeathed in
it(h).

(h) 7 Heb. 9 : 15-17 -

15 Byt E T#r&8y iR, BRAASZIEIE T ATERTEYZ IS FTLAY SR, L 2 A5
E e K AR .

16 NAEd, MEEREEaIAIE T . (E R CB4F[E])

17 "B AFET, BB, &G E iy MAE, AEaER AR

A~ HEEEEFREEE AN ER S A RE - EEERENZ Eit//FEEST, THE, BE, 8, Ak
ARTE, DAREEERTR AR HANTHRAGHE, SR TRIEERVEE, mH S EEREHHMARNT: FE
EENED), KEERIEIDERKITET R AE L, EE R R T EnIRGE, BUERYRR -
L& Ry EE4Y -

5. In the time of the law, this covenant was administerd differently than in the time of the gospel(i). Undedr the law, it
was administered by promises, prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, the Passover lamb, and other types and ordinances
given to the Jewish people, all of which foreshadowed Christ to come(k). These were, for that time, sufficient and
efficacious, through the work of the Holy Spirit, to instruct and build up the elect in their faith in the promised
Messiah(l), by whom they received complete forgiveness of sins and eternal salvation. This covenant administration is
called the old testament(m).

(i) #k7% 11 Cor. 3¢ 6-9

6 HIHUFRIRE R EEHEITHE. P EEEF A, TEEERE. AT A
6, EEEUAE. (BEEFEE).

7 WAFZATAYE FEIERIIEE, i A, DS A\REEPEHE L5, R
EREBEMAE. 5 RENER E.

8 (BB E NI, SR EA GO

9 EEEFEIIEA S5, TR ITIE, SotmaE T
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(K) 7k Hebrews chapters 8-10 2% ( f£H%)

7 Rom. 4 : 11
A6 A2 T EHERYEEHE, (B A2 EEHRHER ST EIVENRE. WUME—IAZ M E 2 AL, HEih i E
R

P Col.2 1 11-12;
IRIHEMER T, 12 TR ATFATRIENE, TR B IR E Wi (BRATEIE.
IRMIRESZsE LAt —FI 2R, ot et Bttt — RIS, HREA AL S ERF T .

MEGICor.5: 7o
IRMIRE S iR, B AR T, W IRMIE A B, AR TEETH () EETEWTRET.

(I) #&7ij 1 Cor. 10 = 1-4 ;

1 3B 5UM, A BEEIRMIAES, IRPWTHERERTEET, &g 4E.
2 HAE B2 T P,

3 HEIZ T — RIS R,

4 WERE T —FERVEEK. FRIGHYZ N FEE MM EE L. e AR A E.

& Heb. 11 : 13 ;
Bt NE R EEE OB, DS E B ATIETH, alftEm e A H =8, UKL A Ot EREIR, 5 E.

#JjJohn 8 : 56 -
FRFETE SR B E R E =Z LR H T BEE R T, shiee.

(m)fnGal.3: 79, 14;

7 FTRAMRFIEEAE AL LAME BAHI N, B2 s B FEH T4

8 I HEEEEAR B, LR EIIMEARGERER, sF RS an (e as,
[ B R R 1 ]

9 A EHLME RARIA, HIAEE LA Ei T —EEE.

14 JE O ER e 20T R, RAERER o] AR E19ME A B R MRS S FrEr ey (22)

B
e |

FFPs.32:1,2,5¢

1 (AR Ficoe o, IS H IR, B A E.

2 LA ek, IINER R A IR, E AR A E.

5 P (RBREAFRAY IR, Rl HER, T IS AHE AR A I R e 1
fYJE. (4D

AN EETRR, EERAEEENRGE, EOREyEEENES, KON EEZERERT B
REIREGEE ), T HAEE i R BEAl, By VAINRIDESS, MRS iR $EE, HRRARINEA,
SRy BRI RS I B B AR T © LLAURE R4y o FTUR AW EEAE EARNEHEZ &Y, THR2AEA FHIRF
HE—{E i XA -

6. Under the gospel, Christ (the reality(n)) having been revealed, the ordinances by which this covenant is dispensed
are the preaching of the Word and the administration of the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s supper(o). Although
these are fewer in number and are administered with more simplicity and less outward glory, yet in them the covenant
is set forth in greater fullness, clarity, and spiritual efficacy(p) to all nations, both Jews and Gentiles(qg), and is called
the new testament(r). Therefore, there are not two covenants of grace differing in substance, but only one, under
various administrations(s).

(n)PECol.2: 17 -
BRFERENR . PR

(o) #&Fii 1Cor. 1@ 21 ;
HARECHVEER, BEATER L, Bt e il (\ATE 1R) SflnE B R BOT L ERI . B2 EirVEET.
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K Matt. 28 : 19-20 ;

19 FrEAMRMIE R, (EERIERAIFIE, 2T RENH, T (SUFE T
DEBR T EEERA )

20 NLERFTI ISRy, EEG TS, Bt H BRMIETE, ERMHEFRATR T

FET 1 Cor. 11 ¢ 23-25

23 P& HELEIRFIRY, FUEE EEZHY, B2 ERRIRILE HIH IR, ZREEHK,

24 1UH T, WEERH, 2R, B IHV SRR, RIRTIENY (A FER) IRMIEE 1t
1T, Bk

25 gk, IREEEERI AR, 51, IEFE IRV AT LA EY. IR iEs Ay, Nt
17, BEyEst ek

(p) 7 Heb. 12 : 22-24 ;

22 {52 AR B 2L, kA ERIE, SR ERVERESHUS . AR T3 HY KL,
23 AUSIER LE T2 AT B0V E, AE AR AR S 2 28 AR,
24 &I TR CRBER, LUK PR8I 22 i FrsR i ELER AR PraR 1Y 5 2.

M1z N Cor.3: 9-11;

9 HREFENIEASOL, BRIV, Sl KT,
10 FBTERTA SRR, REBMAIISE, MEREAZELT.
11 B A 5o, ERANIASOET.

AP Jer. 31 : 33-34 -

HRAOEESR, A0LE H 7 DA%, FRELDIEF IR RV TR iEhE FRE AV AR T E, S EMr o k. 32
{EHAFIRY E7g, M2 ERR AR,

T8 AR FFCE E VA S FIE TS FlaR, IR esak D AIEE. B Bt P i/ NV B 22 R R A ST, FRZE
RRA IR TEEE, RS0 S MFIRYSERE. (SRR FIEEERAY.

(q) #% Luke2 : 32
EIRSEIMTARDE, SR IR BTSSR,

€ Acts 10 : 34 ;
A R, MEEE LW 2R

3£ Eph.2 : 15-19 ¢

15 M E A B OB, B L, SLRANE) AL EHRGR AZR T, BEEC
AR T A, (R R T FHE.

16 BRAET728 BT A, ([EREE 728, (M iR s, B FRF R T

17 36 HARERSER R S 4a IR, Waa eI A.

18 RIA TR T FE2 e —(E (B32) 3Py, 5 LUETISCHAT.

19 =8, IR FIESN A, R, 2B EEAEE]E, & B AT .

() % Luke 22 : 20 ©
B L ATRR ZAEAR AR, 3, 1B PR TR LA 4Y, 2 R URAMTR HIZRAY.

(s)fmGal.3: 89, 14, 16;

8 i HEKEE AR SLED, RSN ARG, SR O E ST EER,
(& EE R IR ]

9 W BIBLUE BAMA, FIEE LI AN ZE—EEHE.

14 EENTEHRIZENE, RECE IR o] LIS RISME A, EHR MRS EZFTEST (B

=,

16 PR PRI A ne (AL R T FRERAY. BRI RRUR T, I8P A T2
st (A — (B T4, f5E—E A, SUEAE.

ZERom.3: 21-22, 30:
21 {84145 EREIBRAEEVADSNEAEEA K, AEVEARISSR Fosd.
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22 e EAp e, NS HRIREE, fi4s—UIMIERYA, A02H 735
30 b ERE—fir, #t R ST EGH 3R, thEREHAARZEGHT R

Z& Rom.4: 3, 6-8;

3 & REREEFUE. 3R, [CRAf (G B, B R A ER.]
6 TEANK AT R DAYh, SR B N2 H 1R
7 (), [ERce s, ImEEIRRY, B AEH R

8 T ARERAIEN, B AZAEN.]

secf. . AlGen.15: 6
SRS AR AIEE, ARAIEESE DAL R fth 93,

FFPs. 32 1-2-
iR, HEHIEN, EAEAEN.
N AHsE, AR AR IR, EAZAE.

ZE Rom. 4 @ 16-17 , 23-24 ;

16 ATbL (NS R i& ) AFE. NIERLE B WESFE A ERe — VR, MMERG
AP EARY, thERes AT ai 2= 2 (FHY.

17 SR ZRFT (EHY, EAUSE ARG R ARy B, A Em AT Rt ARy
W E)Frac, FRELTLIREZEIRYL]

23 R RFRAYEasE, SRR B,

24 R RIS R AR AR SRR MER L (ER IR LRI SLEE
EHIA.

< Heb.4: 2;
R E A RS LG T, GuEG MM —. FUZPIE Ay & B M s, R A (&0 BLpmE Ay 2 FE .

% cf. ¢ ZE Rom. 10 : 6-10;

6 tEA HIME ORISR, RSO HER, SEZFEIR L RUERLE B P EVE AR

7 TR RE. SR A BT R ]

8 M E I/ EFEERIE. MR, FEEBIR T &, IR, FIR O FERAMATERE (F)
HYAE.

9 {RFE IHEEZHR R B 2, O EUE LA TUMAESEEUE TS, SLMERL.

10 KA ADEAE(E, SETTLAREZS. LR, SLoT AR

FRAEIT I Cor. 10 ¢ 3-4 ©
3 HANZ T — BB &
4 g T —HRAVERK. FrigRyE N MBS o, S ol EE.

TTRZ&) =B (BT HEAt% - SRS - 98 b slinnn & ayieay -

“Covenant of works” = God’s relation to pre-fall man. Emphasizes the testing period.
EAT A IERE (IERR) - SRAERE] L ERTavtE sy -

If Adam should “work” properly, he would recive the blessings promised by God.

B4y BB A (%1% ) WIRAMR - NIRRERETT RIBRRUE b Rlil=222 -

“Covenant of grace” = relationship of God to his people after man’s fall into sin.

Man became incapable of works which merits salvation; grace of God becomes primary.

ThRZOMBEHRZ L7 &ER]: IR ER -

This division into “covenant of works” and a “covenant of grace”: much to commend it.

Thz&)sma: Emfe N 2 R8sl 20T T R(R  BORASE IR - U2

5y tE) o EEEE ERAY)  NEMEETFEIAY) -

ThRZEMBIZ L) 5y g BB N H st & fhar—1: -
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It emphasizes the absolute necessity of regonizing a pre-fall relationship between God
and man, which required perfect obedience as the meritorious ground of blessing.
Adam cannot be regarded purely as a mythical figure.

This also provides an overarching structure to unite all of God’s relation to fallen man.
s B RO BIAR— 1 - REfRET: A HIBELINIHLY -

Emphasizing the unity of God’s redemptioon avoids strong dichotomy between OT & NT.
L ATEAY A EE M BE A ERVIRA © R ERESIRYE S - B B ERERY -
The terminology may have limitations. But this distinction is basically sound.

B ARRE B LA BIRRARAAR oyt BEVERT - FER IR R IR -

Two basic epochs of God’s dealing with man must be recognized: pre-fall and post-fall.
BN IRIEEy - B4 —HY -

All the dealings of God with man since the fall must be seen as possessing a basic unity.
AR AFEAY R SE T o

Yet, the terms used to designate these two epochs lacks preciseness.

T R L SRR Z LTI REAE - JF IR 1T R 2 QU5 - 12 A BB HE(E -
To speak of a covenant of “works” in contast with a covenant of “grace” appears to
suggest that grace was not operative in the covenant of works.

FH L BB AR  (EHCER S BB (4 -

As a matter of fact, the totality of God’s relationship with man is a matter of grace.
g N Z R B AhatT B (BRI #E2R USE » vl BrnE 2 iR s iE
#) 5 A o ERFAE AR A FTILRYEY o A R -

Although “grace” may not have been operative in the sense of a merciful relationship
despite sin, the creational bond between God and man indeed was gracious.

HE O BEAE (175 BUl) Diysrs > Bl (89 /1TT RIAZE -

These terms further suggest: works have no place in the covenant of grace.

AR FRM T T REIER EE -

But the Bible teaches that: works play a most essential role in the covenant of grace.
FERTR (R - Rty EREE 7 R0H -

Christ works for the salvation of his people.

FEFEIERR - RgR AR T30 BRI L BRI -

He accomplished righteousness for sinners: this is essential to redemption.

E - IEAEEWEN AERTFT R A FHEET HORUE Rt -

Those redeemed in Christ are “created in Christ Jesus unto good works.” (Eph. 2:10)

#f Eph. 2:10
FA R A, R E IR SR, BB T, e am P Bt iU M
1THY.

BRAEHHAIRAE . R ERH O NATT R FI NS -

Scripture consistently teaches that the final judgment of man shall be according to works.
A58 BERBEM S AEFHERT R -

While salvation is by fath, judgment is by works.

HE - 17T hiEe - FessieliE 2 9my—J7E (—(EfEmE) e -

Further, the term “works” focuses on only one element of the creational bond.
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AIZZER = WOSHI N ZRIE AT R -

Non-eating of the forbidden fruit = one “work” which man as created had to perform.
TR Z BT R EHE S - LA ERIAY EWEER ERVEE -

Rather than seeing the broader implications of man’s responsibility to his Creator,
attention has been directed more exclusively toward Adam’s probation-test.

[Note.] The contrast between giving full expression to the broader responsibilities of man at creation and
concentrating more particularly on the probation-test may be illustrated by a comparison of question 20 of The
Westminster Larger Catechism and the corresponding statement (question 12) of The Westminster Shorter Catechism.

The Larger Catechism delineates rather fully God’s providence toward man at creation:

Q.20. What was the providence of God toward man in the estate in which he was created?

A. The providence of God toward man in the estate in which he was created was, the placing him in paradse,
appointing him to dress it, giving him liberty to eat of the fruit of the earth, putting the creatures under his dominion,
ordaining marriage for his help, and insttuting the Sabbath; entering into a covenant of life with him, upon condition of
person, perfect, and perpetual obedience, of which the tree of life was a pledge; and forbidding to eat of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, upon pain of death.”

The Shorter Catechism directs attention in question and answer to the “special” act of providence toward man at
creation:

Q.12. What special act of providence did God exercise toward man, in the estate wherein he was created?
A. When God had created man, he entered into a covenant of life with him, upon condition of perfect obedience;
forbidding him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, upon pain of death.”

The catechisms clearly indicate self-consciosness in treating either the more general “providence of God toward man”
at creation (The Larger Catechism) or Gd’s “special act of providence”: concerning the test of probation (The Shorter
Catechism). Concentration on the probation-test certainly is justified in the light of the pivotal role of this test in God’s
original relationship to man. Yet the inherent possibility of failing ot remember the broader context of creational
obligations ought to be noted.

RIE > “BlEZ &7 Ml BOE 249" - FEEL “17 /R 24y fl Rl 2 &) BigE -
Because of these limitations in the terminology “covenant of works” and “covenant of
grace”, the terms “covenant of creation: and “covenant of redemption” may serve much
more appropriately as categoriztions of God’s bond with man before and after the fall.
(Meredith G. Kline, By Oath onsigned, Grand Rapids, 1968, p. 37.)

BliE 24y EwiEZRalias \TIEY - B 24 B AR RS ERTAINL -
The “covenant of creation” = the bond which God established with man by creation.

The “covenant of redemption” encompasses the various administrations by which God
has bound himself to man since the fall.

3 B4y > 4y Old Covenant/New Covenant

NBEEE 2 1% - AEERAS » & L AR EHEHREL - BB 2Rl AZLY
TRy “BBLY BB AR - AN ZEIRE R g

In God’s dealings with fallen man, the incarnation of Christ represents the most basic
differentiation-point. The bond of God with man before Christ may be called “old
covenant,” and the bond of God with man after Christ may be called “new covenant.”

B BT 2T THE R e 'R ERR -
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The “old covenant” may be characterized as “promise,” as “shadow” as “prophecy;” the
“new covenant” may be characterized as “fulfillment,” as “reality,” as “realization.”
FAREHVEEREIE EAVER S BINIEST s TIER » je -

The entire structure of the letter to the Hebrews builds on this basic distinction. Essential
to the Epistle is the promise in the old covenant achieving fiulfillment in the new.

PREEAENIFLREAE 72T AV § R » S ELTNEIITEE -
In Galatians Paul sets several dynamic concepts over against one another. Most
importantly, he developed the distinction between the old covenant and the new.

PREEATH A BB PRAIR (Judaizers) By “HEA T2 ATHAYSAY <R -

Purpose: to contrast the legalism of Judaizers with the grace of the new covenant.

fn Gal. 2:14-16

14 HI—FB AT THIA L, BEE VA S, SR N RS RAR: IREE R
N, EEINEAITE, REERNITE, B bﬁ?@%iﬁ)\[ﬁ@@k)\“}i

15 B LAV RN, NEIMTHIFEA,

16 BRAIE A2, AERTTEE, Ty REHRREE, SRS 7 EE R, (3
MRERER B, ARTEAMERE, N NA MRS, 28— ARTEEARERE.

i Gal. 3:1
FEAIAT IR A AR, BREREE$T 228, CASEEIRMHIR AT, 5 RE T R{PIE.

i Gal. 4:31, 5:2

4:31 50, BB, AR L, e B Eim AR5 LT
52 WEREE SR, B2 ENE, AE LB R 1

AR REZE B - PREETE 1 28 (A NS -

But, in order to heighten that distinction, he sets up several secondary contrasts.

Ry TRt i e LAY BN TMVER AR EEH IR T 25 e 2 RAYRA %
To avoid a blatant misreading of the apostle’s primary intention, it is essential to consider
these secondary contrasts as they relate to his primary prupose.
WITENEFRMREN EE mE (PO - RESEHEIHIREN L -
Unless the central argument of the apostle is kept in view, an absolutizing of relative
contrasts may mislead the reader seriously.

TREEAR SRRV - A0SR I L RFBRIE © vl2 - A —(EHRUZEHHY -
Paul modifies each of the contrasts he sets up, except one contrast he maintains resolutely.
HIBIRECEEE AV R ECE - (EREIREE —REE A st -

No compromise is made between the destructure proposals of the Judaizers and the
gospel.

PREETERVEAATIR - A S RpE A ARRY IS -

Every other contrast made by Paul enforces the absoluteness of this essential distinction.

B REEBIIREVERAC FiTH BB RE S RHT&HF -
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First, Paul contrasts the whole period before the coming of Christ with the new covenant
age.

PREEHHIRE (REFREVEL) RALUER: - FIE (REERAEVE) BE2RAVES -
The period “before faith came” contrasts drastically with the time in which “faith has
come.”

i Gal. 3:23, 25

23 (HIE RISV, BRI, MG SHEREAZ T, ERETN A EEH
HH 2R

24 i5tk, BEARIMISZAVENR, 5[ TMEEE A, ERMNEHE

25 [HIENE RV, BEAARE], B N ERTER T T 1

FE AR - BERMUS LAVESR - e TR -

The coming of Christ, and his consequent position as object of faith, has altered the entire
course of history.

REE TR » g AT AR SE R E EEE LIRSS -

God’s dealings with men cannot return to the old patterns once the Christ has come.
PEARREVAEZ 53R - B MM A S RAE TR E L VE R -
Judaizers’ error: they do not know the radical difference Christ’s coming made for
history.

PREEHVHTIREEZUZ B Y - MR — 0k  EEE R e =E -
Yet with all the force of the absolutes in Paul’s presentation, a modification is present.
The very same gospel was “preached beforehand” to Abraham.

i Gal. 3:8
I H BB AR/, B BN ARG, SR O EE g A Es, [E
EERARRE1E.]

SRAVABEEEERE ORI F A SRR HEALEY -
Along with Abraham the believer, the Christian today enters into his state of blessedness.

i Gal. 3:9
o] RABLUE BRI, FIEE LAY ZE—FfS1E.

FTEA » (EF— AR - AEAEDIRTI DIRRIRE S - BEEAREN - BLIRHEE
EHAER - 012 - (S —AEE - EATRIESTE] (Bok) 12 —(EHy -
From one perspective, an absolute antithesis may be drawn between the periods of
history before and after the coming of Christ. The old covenant and the new covenant are
radically distinct from one another. But there has always been a single way of salvation.

[Note.] The primary reference to the period “before faith came” in Gal. 3:23 contrasts specifically the Mosaic period
with the present age. But this fact does not permit the marking off of the Mosaic period so that it stands alone in old
covenant history as a time in which “faith” had not “come.” Cleraly men were saved by grace through faith alone in
Moses’ time as well as in Abraham’s time. The phrase must include the Abrahamic period as well, even though “law”
was not functioning in the same manner under Abraam as it was under Moses. The coming of “faith” in Gal. 3;23,
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whether it be understood objectively or su bjectively, sets the historical period after the coming of Christ over against
the historical period before his coming.

HAK > OREESHIG T oo (A 2R TN EE P HF ] -

Secondly: Paul contrasts the Abrahamic and the Mosaic periods of the Old Testament:

1 Gal. 3:15-19

15 565501, Fe B IEE ARYE sEaR, 82N E AR, HEEOLE T B ARE RS
HIEEHy.

16 FTFEFFAYIFUE M s A A FaR Y. BRI Es R T, F5E5 T2 A, Jo
st IRHR—ME 15, FEE — A, BiEAE.

17 Feis e, BAg oI HI4Y, RREMINIY 5 = DUV A RS, DU BT
TN

18 (RURyRSZ S, AT RE, SAAAFIEST. B B 2R E TE T E R G 4o o (a
ze.

19 JEREERAK, FAE R A IIE. U2 RaBilR LaY, Sl S ey 152K
A H 2R R 2 T8 TLHY.

OREEEIEAE  RZ ERER D AR EE (FesTEE) - o2 /BIEsT -

The apostle plainly says: the inheritance of God’s blessing is not based on law, but on
promise.

CREBIEEPE A Z &Y » Flaa I ZEERF Z BT HERK -

Paul e sets the Mosaic covenant of law over against the Abrahamic covenant of promise.
AR PREEAEEERERAYH Y > B PR E S T AR e -

Yet: Paul’s purpose is to distance the true gospel from the Judaizers’ false gospel.
fitianyg:  (—) BEfEsT (BUl) [EEErvEL - 1 (2 BUAEAEEARE -
His discussion focuses on law as isolated from promise and its fulfillment in Christ.
HE: BEAIRFHINEDS - 1A FEZ I ES IR A E (B2 EWILE) -
Law under Moses never was intended to function apart from promise.

EAETCEST (R AYEHPEEE - SN A RefEIE AR [ESTR AT EER -
Seperated from promise (which reached fulfillment), law never could make sinners
righteous.

FEEEESEE LI H - JE AME LAF AT SS - HAERn o2 &dny (Rl ) FESF -
Promise as under Abraham was the only way by which sinners could be justified before
God throughout the history of the old covenant.
HEZRPREESSIREANIEST » vl oo % ~ BEPH 2 &R —20 5 38 B KIRAY
BEER - J9ERmZHA -

While Paul vigorously sets promise over against law, he sees a basic unity between the
Abrahamic and the Mosaic covenants in contrast with the Judaizers’ legalism.

REERL R TTEIGHYEOR » B RAVE A T3 BES T EAEY -

He focuses on the legal requirement of circumcision as that point which distinguishes the
anit-gospel of the Judaizers from the true gospel of Christ.

IRLR N EVRZEIG (A RefEsk) - AEVE STy -

If the Galatians should receive circumcision, Christ will not benefit them.
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1 Gal. 5:2
HIREE S TR, B2 ENG, BB r s 1.

ALERMEECR - It E e Enn B FE 28 (CNMEEEREEZLY) EHIER -
Yet, circumcision historically was initially instituted under the Abraamic covenant of
promise, rather than the Mosaic covenant of law.

EEESU REELH P REAARIHE N AR EAVEIRIEETEILY § 2K
IREVREZE 720 (VRTTERERYEDR) - MIEEEL T GEELEE]) HIfESE -
This fact clearly indicates that the ultimate contrast in Paul’s mind is not between the
Abrahamic and the Mosaic covenants, but between the way of justification advocated by
the Judaizers and the way of justification provided by Christ.
FEHHTFR-REESEE T IRNBORHIGE T - &8 (UN&) AEIEENIIA -
Al FESLAERE - ERSCASKE  HmREEsNE - RIEEEER - BEER 5 -
When God’s people lived under shadowy revelations & rituals, circumcision served a
function.

The “husk” of externalities had a useful purpose. But now that the reality has appeared in
history, insistence on continuation of the husk-forms insults and nullifies the reality.
FirlA > PREEHEZRT IR A 2 SUNIFERT 24y > M Eam B0 2 9 R — 2y -

Thus, the emphatic antithesis in Paul between the “law-covenant” and the “promise-
covenant” must not be detract from the unity of God’s dealings under the covenant of
redemption.

ORERAEHAI B E s I BOAZ SN A R IESF 2 &Y -

Elsewhere Paul clearly affirms that the law-covenant did not annul the covenant of
promise.

i Gal. 3:17
WEEITER, LB LN, RN 5 = HE DRI E AR - T ERF R

FEZE.

FENHLRE 4:25-26 - (REERTFIETIR T3 S AR LS - FI_ESERVERES LS |
Ultimately in Galatians 4, Paul specifically traces the antithesis which he has in mind to
the contrast between the “present Jerusalem” and the “Jerusalem above” (Gal. 4:25-26).

25 35 B B e iR Eyrs L, BEERAERVHRER R [R5, N HRESHU 2 AR
SALCE R RO
26 {HFME_ EAVERER U< 2 H £1Y, 2 I MIAvEE:.

TREEFEEIHVEIR S HVHRES UL - RIS IR EAZ &Ry T (BRIt 3Rf#) -
By his reference ot the “present Jerusalem,” Paul alludes to the understanding of the
Mosaic law-covenant maintained by the contemporary Judaizers.

ey BOREE ETFAVE OREDE TSR - BAOKNHEHY -

The new covenant stands in starkest contrast with the legalism of the Judaizers.

AEHEEPY RIS - B FERIN A R R AR LR
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But this misappropriation of the Mosaic law-covenant cannot be equated with God’s
original intention in giving the law.

JEAIRES EEPRHY T AR ARty o PREEHVERIE RS A2 e = M MAISHRR -

Judaizers of Paul’s day were not correct in their understanding of Mosaic law.

The full force of the apostle’s polemic is directed against their misunderstanding.
BRI IS AR EEPE AN T 2 IERERYIS 2

Here is the key question: Were the Judaizers correct in their understanding of the Mosaic
law?

EARMOAMG: ERritas (BESFHED) B B2 ARISE -

Indeed, law in distinction from promise was given to reveal sin.

fin Gal. 3:19
EREER, AR R EFAIIE. [FEdils B » SRS ES T AR E. I
BRI Rz T3 11HY.

AR AR TR T ANIREBIE - N EVAREEIE ANELE (self-trust) -
The radicalness of this exposure of human depravity is seen in the fact that the law, by its
very form, was calculated to uncover sinful man’s inclination to self-trust.

EEAEARE - 1850 BT - Blon R AV ERT 2 4 - RN ERY -

Thus Sinaic covenant sharply contrasts with Abraham’s promise-covenant.

AlRE T EARE - AN AT DA A BURAYRUE ~ S98— BRI S R 1 - BELY
FIHTEIREEHRERE - R —HG -

But this contrast must not rupture the unity and progress of the revelation of the covenant
redemption. Old and new covenants merge into a basic harmony.

SRR Z SUMIEEPE 2 & RO EAn BB HYE T FEse e —2 -

Abrahamic and Mosaic coveantns unite in the purposes of God’s grace.

AR WRRVBEFE B RRE 2 - sUAILIEE - MBS EE -
But no unifying factor whatsoever arises to harmonize the mssage of the Judaizers with
the message of Christ. This antithesis is absolute.

&gy (covenant administration ) fEAERFHIAREIRVIER - EZ TS E
T b T RAYETE] - A2 BRI TR e e R AR B — SRR -
Diversity indeed exists in the various administrations of God’s covenant. This diversity
enriches the wonder of God’s plan for his people. But the diversity ultimately merges
into a single purpose overarching the ages.

BB RE T EmENZ oot 2 1% » Felf o] DU — QI AsEsRny o P pE:
Having considered the diversity among God’s covenants, the historical manifestations of
the covenant of redempotion may be categorized according to their specific emphases:

oo IR &Y Adam: the covenant of commencement
Mei: RIFZ4Y Noah: the covenant of preservation
A ERF 4 Abraham: the covenant of promise
FEFE: A4 Moses: the covenant of law

K BEZ4Y David: the covenant of the kingdom

FoBL SERE 4 Christ: the covenant of consummation
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Significant aspects of the divine covenants in their diversity:

1. A& HIHIEE HRY RN B 2 4T - IR H AT - #5258
fE - AEHYHBYRGEE T 5 T R T -
The ultimate purpose of the covenant of creation finds realization in the covenant
of redemption. The intended goals of the two covenants correspond. By
redemption, the original purposes of creation are achieved — or even excelled.

2. Ul 4R EIREHAR 248k (covenant administration) » A1 (4dy) HIRE
% o AAFTG A BEEUA « AR - 1R 3RAVHRER T JeRiyZeHE -
The various administrations of the covenant of redemption relate organically to
one another. They do not replace one another chronologically. Instead, each
successive covenant expands on previous administrations.

3. BB YEMANTHSIER  #EAEENS - B - AETELY 78
EHRS - ERIENEE » e elfieEE S -
Each of the shadowy, prophet administrations of the covenant of redemption
(dotted lines) finds its fulfillment in Christ, the personal embodiment of the new
covenant. In him is found the fulfillment of all God’s covenant purposes.
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