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Chapter 16 GOOD WORKS
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1. Good works are only such as God has commanded in his holy Word (a), and not such as,
without the warrant of Scripture, are devised by men out of blind zeal or any pretense of good
intention (b).
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2. These good works, done in obedience to God’s commandments, are the fruits and
evidences of a true and living faith (c). By them believers show their thankfulness (d),
strengthen their assurance (e), build up their fellow believers (f), adorn the profession of the
gospel (g), shut the mouths of the adversaries (h), and glorify God (i). They are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works (k), so that, bearing fruit unto holiness,
they may attain the outcome, which is eternal life (I).
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3. Their ability to do good works is not at all from themselves, but entirely from the Spirit of
Christ (m). And — in order that they may be enabled to do these things — besides the graces
believers have already received, there must also be an actual influence of the same Holy Spirit
working in them both to will and to do God’s good pleasure (n). This truth, however, should
not cause believers to become negligent, as though they were not bound to perform any duty
without a special moving of the Spirit; rather, they ought to be diligent in stirring up the grace
of God that is in them (o).
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4. Those who attain the greatest heights of obedience possible in this life are so far from
being able to go beyond duty and to do more than God requires, that they fall short of much
that is their duty to do (p).
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5. We cannot, by our best works, merit forgiveness for sin or eternal life at the hand of
God. This is true because of the great disproportion between our best works and the glory to
come, and because of the infinite distance between us and God. We cannot benefit God by
our best works nor render satisfaction for the debt of our former sins (q), for when we have
done all we can, we have done merely our duty and are unprofitable servants (r). This is
because, insofar as they are good, these deeds proceed from the Spirit (s); and insofar as they
are done by us, they are defiled and mixed with so much weakness and imperfection that they
cannot endure the severity of God’s judgment (t).

(q) 4 F5E Romans 3:20
FRA A MRS E—E > RITEYE > SEELFHAIERE - RAREREUARSE -

2 FE = Romans 4:2, 4, 6

2 s AR R R T R ER > i AlEsHY - R A AT I EsHY -
AEIHETIE > AFERH - JyEZEH

6 IEMIARFEIAERT AL 55 LA iy AR AT -

PIFRERE Ephesians 2:8-9
8 IR REA TR » wRZEE > S FHNEC » Jie LG -
I ARRHN TR REAAEES -

FLS 2 Titus 3:5-7



5HER TN > A RREME TR > o2 IRMeIEE - RSB - 2
FEAVE R -

6 EEEHUE bR AR B IRMRE - BRSBTS Y -

7 FF MR RIS R - A DUBE A AR R A&

Zf F5 =2 Romans 8:18, 22-24

18 ARV » EILRREENIFIRE - AR ET -

22 BMRE—V)ZiE2Y) » —FAEESE - BEEWS -

23 NMEM - ERMEAEEVERTH > tEACOEEE » FREEH I
77 TN SR EE -

24 ZFIEREETFIE - REMRNRZEANENE - sEE AT RAYIE?

#FFE Psalms 16:2

FHD LR - IR EACAIEESR © TIRERAVE o BATFERAEIRESL -

#J{HEC Job 22:2-3
2 NGREE LW AERIE? HEAMEEFRRT °
3IRBAAE  SIUEEEEIRE? RITHATE  SHEFEMEFIIE?

#IAEC Job 35:7-8
T IR + SN ELEE « M T -
8 AR AL S SR - E /A FEEAE DI B A f27% -

Z{H2=E Hebrews 5:7-8

7 EEAEARRHIRHE - BEREEESS . FURG SRR R SE £ - SRR
# o ETTEMR -

8 fhiE oA ST BB NPTV R T

) BEHIES Luke 17:10
B 0 IRFWESE T —VIFTitey - HEsR © TIRMESEANEAN » FENAZEMES
TERY - 4

(s) 2 5 Romans 8:13 -14

13 RMFEIRE AREE N EIE - FHHEE B GIE GBI ET NG -

14 RUB ML#s EAr iV EES 221 - & BRIy GdT o

TR A Galatians 5:22 -23

EE|ATGENRT > MERCE - E% > ¥ A BE > BEE B8 A% i

il - BRI - REERERIL -
(t) LAEERREE Isaiah 64:6

vl



WFTERGARFIN > FrANREGITHRAVARAR © IFIEMEE THhE - HMHITEEE
g EERATIRE -

K ZE Galatians 5:17
RBERMEERS - EEMERAEE - EMERRIAEE - R EEFTRREE
HY -

Zf 52 Romans 7:15, 18

15 KRB FRFRTERY » FTRECAHE - FRFTFEERY - FALAE o FRATIREAVEREIELE -

18 WA AIE » I > LAt FARE - REILEREHEE » HET
AR A GH ©

75 Psalms 143:2
KIRAEFEREN - RBIERERT > NEENA - A —EEEN -

5 Psalms 130:3
FHRFIEEN - RAGFCZEIREE - SEREULAE(E -

N~ AR > EEAEFEEERRG - AFINSTREEEREERRM (0) - EFEHR
IS A ERFEIR SRR 2 IR - EERAE (v); TR - EHERAEM R T
BELET  MERRGSRERLEAF SN TS - EHNEOHET ) °

6. Nevertheless, because believers are accepted through Christ, their good works are also
accepted in him (u). They are accepted not because believers are in this life unblamable and
unreprovable in God’s sight (w), but because he, looking upon them in his Son, is pleased to
accept and reward that which is sincere, even though it is accompanied by many weaknesses
and imperfections (x).
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7. Although the works done by unregenerate men may in themselves be things which God
commands and things which are useful to themselves and others (y), yet — because they do
not come from a heart purified by faith (z), are not done in a right manner according to the
Word (a), and are not done for the right purpose, which is to glorify God (b) — they are
therefore sinful, and cannot please God or make one suitable to receive his grace (c). Yet,
neglecting them is even more sinful and displeasing to God (d).
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Westminster Larger Catechism: On the Three Uses of the Law
930 - B
Question 93: What is the moral law?

% ERGRE LFESHHABSEENAS - EEREEELAREEASR - 22
RO A S ORE > EMIRAREERE - fTH— VIt Rt NEFHAS - Bt
BERENE - NEBTE  LWESTALEE  NEEFE » LRSS -
Answer: The moral law is the declaration of the will of God to mankind, directing and
binding everyone to personal, perfect, and perpetual conformity and obedience thereunto, in
the frame and disposition of the whole man, soul and body, and in performance of all those

duties of holiness and righteousness which he owes to God and man: promising life upon
the fulfilling, and threatening death upon the breach of it.

FF Deut. 5:1-3, 31, 33
& Luke 10:26-27

i Gal. 3:10

M5RT I Thess. 5:23
& Luke 1:75

€ Acts 24:16

4t Romans 10:5

1l Galatians 3:10, 12

P4 - EEZ1% BN AREHE?
Question 94: Is there any use of the moral law to man since the fall?

& ERZ®%  REAERERESIIASENAS | EEFRIANERE - THEAT
BRAEER - MERREENA - BREEELEMA » HEAIL -



Answer: Although no man, since the fall, can attain to righteousness and life by the moral
law; yet there is great use thereof, as well common to all men, as peculiar either to the
unregenerate, or the regenerate.

Zft Romans 8:3

1l Galatians 2:16

FEH I Tim. 1:8

%95 - BREENTANANEHERRE ?

Question 95: Of what use is the moral law to all men?

(=) BANEEFERTBUNER - tAEECHEEEST
(Z) BAGHOXAEIET  ttEEECHER  LERNAMIEIERT
(=) BARREGEHCASRMREY - DB TR » LRt fIEH
RS HCHRERE  URES2RREE -

Answer: The moral law is of use to all men, to inform them of the holy nature and will of
God, and of their duty, binding them to walk accordingly; to convince them of their
disability to keep it, and of the sinful pollution of their nature, hearts, and lives; to humble
them in the sense of their sin and misery, and thereby help them to a clearer sight of the
need they have of Christ, and of the perfection of his obedience.

K] Leviticus 11:44-45
F1 Leviticus 20:7-8
Zf Romans 7:12

58 Micah 6:8

JHE James 2:10-11
=F Psalm 19:11-12
4t Romans 3:20

zft Romans 7:7

2t Romans 3:9, 23

1l Galatians 3:21-22



2 Romans 10:4

96 - BEREARA - BREEATERAHIAHE ?

Question 96: What particular use is there of the moral law to unregenerate men?

& () WEEA IR BAD - GEAN IR RIS -
(Z) (MR
(=) MRMFESRNIEE T - BEITIRRS - BRI - IR
HYFLEHZ T -

Answer: The moral law is of use to unregenerate men, to awaken their consciences to flee
from wrath to come, and to drive them to Christ; or, upon their continuance in the estate
and way of sin, to leave them inexcusable, and under the curse thereof.

FER1 1 Timothy 1:9-10
/Il Galatians 3:24

#f Romans 1:20

Zf Romans 2:15

1 Galatians 3:10

F 7R - HEEENA @ BREEATERAIHIAHE ?

Question 97: What special use is there of the moral law to the regenerate?

% HELES  BEEENA - BREREHMMASEAERTRZL  #FIREFR
2 AR ESR - BRERERTHESEALER S HELESE - BiEEE
M ABAERAIRVAER © HUE:
(—) EMPIRRREE SRR RIS e e - Bt fIsZ el - I
EE(TEREMEE ;
(2 FELEME IR ;
(=) EfPIEIREE - 5 ST REFSEREIESE -

Answer: Although they that are regenerate, and believe in Christ, be delivered from the
moral law as a covenant of works, so as thereby they are neither justified nor condemned;
yet, besides the general uses thereof common to them with all men, it is of special use, to



show them: How much they are bound to Christ for his fulfilling it, and enduring the curse
thereof in their stead, and for their good; and thereby to provoke them to more thankfulness,
and to express the same in their greater care to conform themselves thereunto as the rule of
their obedience.

2 Romans 6:14

2t Romans 7:4, 6

1l Galatians 4:4, 5
2 Romans 3:20

I Galatians 5:23

2t Romans 8:1

2t Romans 7:24-25
11 Galatians 3:13, 14
2t Romans 8:3, 4

% Luke 1:68-69, 74-75
75 Col. 1:12-14

4 Romans 7:22

4 Romans 12:2
7

% Titus 2:11-14
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New Bible Dictionary: “Law” (Excerpts)

BIE (Law)
L BERIEDA
A. BEFHiGEE -

FEEAZHIEHIT > SRR  smHa <A AviEa - EXmaEE LA
FEMHI A RE FEYARTS RS - BEERAE LA > WEWAE - BL - SGEEFRT
SHNWEHEGS - BERGTARERS AR IEEIH - AEEMOEE - i
B ILHVEE - ERRHEfE —REEI I HARA - EEENS > fEmB ENEE S EF L
ME > IHAMNE s - S EiEIER—0E L EEMEARER - ErarE
5 - 2 EHOANEE © AAERAVENR - EAFREREL  AABEERE  AEREHVENE
B NATRESE SO BB -

B. DI /AEE EHHYATIR

A IR AUA M - BELMEEREIULLAN—F - EAESHER - Hrh—E
EeERMEENRET SN T - EEHRT AL ERERRMTEN LSRR
REERE - FIRRATHBIBEENEE - AIERSEEER - HfLUSHZE
NEREE - ENRVHEAESE R E ARSI 2T > B EEAE
M ERRFIZERL R M A -
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TGN 0 BtE - R EIEEIUSIL - asm e AIES ARSI - EERE T
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D. D&y AR E R

EHAERMMEEE A 7T RAvAR - BB RMENRE > E2wedbs
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FEEEEE  NER-LAEEMEEEKRVER - THVANSH ) BHREEeE
FYRS(E FHEE -
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New Bible Dictionary: “Works” (Excerpts)
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THE WORK OF THE SPIRIT — APPLICATION OF REDEMPTION

1=
st

ERER BRI ELELE R &2 How does the Holy Spirit unite me to Christ?

A

B REERY KR BIRERE o This is the issue of the ordo salutis (order of salvation).
2 Romans 8:28-30

PR E A T AR » DU A SRR S B ER A -
R B L TESEFTATIEA A - SRTESETE FRCE M5 TAOIERE - (EHS TAERE S50
HEET

T R - XA FRERA o BB FrEAEIA > X
DL P 2R -

And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those
who are called according to His purpose.

For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son,
so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;

and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and
these whom He justified, He also glorified.

THIE Predestination -> {4 Calling -> fl 8 Justification -> 5251 Glorification.
(B R CHHERHN A —({E 2P »  So we can see an order here.)

H > (HERETRE) - B8 -

John Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied (part 2).

Sinclair Ferguson, (A k) o FEEEE - PERBEHR -
Sinclair Ferguson, The Christian Life: A Doctrinal Introduction.

— - I H (ARHIEH) -
1. Calling (Effectual Call).

#A I Corinthians 1:9
HEEEN  RFFESSATE - FEt T AN TIHREE —EE S -

God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

2 8:29-30 '  Romans 8:29-30a

KRB HITRSCATATERI A > BLTHCE PRUEM SRS - (B FAEsF %6
HFERT -

TR THIA » XEMAFTZR. ..



For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son,
so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;
and these whom He predestined, He also called ...

R E S T S FHVE AT o PRV E A3k o) SRS BA T -
EESE vda (E T - EBEAFEZREA N BRHT

The Holy Spirit brings the gospel TO me. God calls me. And the result: I am called. The Holy
Spirit takes hold of me. His calling is powerful and effective (effectual).

(Foreknowledge/fore-love -> predestination -> calling -> justification -> glorification)
(FENI/ TAF =% > THE > W > T3 > 5508

: o Eé [
2. Regeneration. (The Holy Spirit re-births a person.)

CE: FRGEHE (BEEREMEE) @ “EA” gFE T EETER )

(Note: For Puritans and WCF, “regeneration” is discussed as part of “calling.)

#JJohn 3:3, 5, 8

HREREIE R . WEEEENEIME - NEAEE » B aE RAE -
HREREIZER : BB A ANETMER - NENEIEKHER EAER - BN RE
HYEY

JEPEE R R - (REe R ERVER - AINERGREANER » AR NEE)E
4Ry WEALt -

Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.”

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God.

The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from
and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

CEEKRFP: EHAE->HEHEE/fEZE > 1)

(Note sequence: regeneration -> entering God’s kingdom/justified and adopted)

4t Bzekiel 36: 25, 26, 27
BRBKBIEIRTIS £ IRFIREERF T - BEEFRM > (EIRMIHREE—T
75Hk - B —UIAIARER -
A ZIGLE IR0 - R BB IRPIEE SRR AR TR a0
> BB IRTIALL ©
BB BRI BEBAE IR » (EORTIBEERAVERD] > 2B PR TIRAVHE -
Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your
filthiness and from all your idols.

Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.



I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to
observe My ordinances.

2% Titus 3:4-7

{EE] Tt AP IR LAY ATt =) A PR 28 2 S AR 2%

R T M WARRIENME CATfTIVE - Jre R - FEE AR
FIEEBRHYEE AT

B RS IR BRI E R RS LAY
FFIUEMIRHA AR ok > T URE R ERVIY E R & “FILUEE
SRR AEY)

But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,

He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,

whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,

so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

(Note sequence: regeneration -> justification -> eternal life)

CEEXKFP: HAE > fHE > kE)
R R T A - BIEAYIRR!

Note: God saved us; God really saved us!

“EEAE” B—E A BE” BB B BEAKE” A 1% -
“To be born again” is not the same things as my faith in Christ.
“EA”ERE EEEABROT > BEE—EEHEO -

“Regeneration” means that the Holy Spirit comes INTO my heart, and gives me a NEW heart.

%E Ezekiel 36:25-27:

(2) 25 €1 - RO CRIERRAYCY) ° God takes away the heart of stone (disobedient).

(b) 26 &7 - THHE AL CABAE AR (IERRAYCY) © God replaces it with a heart of flesh (obedient).
(c) 27 &1 - BREE A(FF 0 © The Spirit of God now lives in the new heart of flesh.

#J John 3:3, 5, 8:

(@ “DUKEA” HUEE: BF (RERE! BT eg/ieslliE <) -

Born of water. Cleansing. Not baptism! (Baptism is nowhere mentioned in the context as the
subject of discussion.)

(b) “DIEEEEAE” VR EEEGHHY AMEGHHY/LY) © Born of the Holy Spirit (gives me a new

nature).

% Titus 3:4-7:

(a) &5t  Cleansing.
(b) & ° The Spirit.

#R1%& 11 Corinthians 5:17



ERANEEEE > MElEEN A NEEEE > BT
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new
things have come.

BATREEAEEAEE > BUErY > £ AR - &R R —EFHIA -
Regeneration is the inner, total, and radical transformation of a person by the Holy Spirit, so that
the result is: he is a new person (II Corinthians 5:17).

SEEHVHT T HIERUHT I

Totally new. Really new.

AR —EEM - 72 - EHEHEE - RS0z > BEAR—(E8E -

Regeneration is a mystery. However it is a fact. Often, it can be a process.

= CEERTEEMIARES: ) (Regeneration results in, causes):
BHIE /[E8 =(5.0 +Hek -

3. Conversion = Faith and repentance.

{_\é/&\ Faith =

(2) 5851 - HIZEFEE ° Notitia: knowledge of the Gospel, I am aware of the Gospel;

(b) [EI /BRI > BEERAR ° FL.L» ° Assensus: agreement, I am convinced, I am convicted;

© ZH/BE/FE - LW ERETEETH/RLE - RE5E / (GEEEENED -

Rz BAEMSER THIRGEDI S - B2/ Bttt Rl - AR -

Fiducia: commitment, turning over my life to Christ, trust in his blood only, depend on his blood
only, rest in him only, embrace/receive him only as my Savior. Surrender.

T Repentance =
() 7K#8 © Confess my sin(s);
(b) B o [REEJE o ZZH] ° Grieve over sin, hate sin, be ashamed of sin(s);
(c) [B]§EH o BT+ Z2[E A Turn to the cross, run to the cross.
Ask for forgiveness, *KHR,
Believe Christ’s forgiveness, THE MR
Receive Christ’s forgiveness by faith. 52 YRR

HEE NEIERWER: BPIVAEEE - BORIEAE -

Practical implication for pastors: Do plead with sinners to repent, to turn and live.

DIPESEZE Ezekiel 181 30-32

FrAEHRAIEESR . DLEFIRN » BRI AFTTHIE IR « AR & El5E
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“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, each according to his conduct,” declares the Lord
God. “Repent and turn away from all your transgressions, so that iniquity may not become a
stumbling block to you.

Cast away from you all your transgressions which you have committed and make yourselves a new
heart and a new spirit! For why will you die, O house of Israel?

For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies,” declares the Lord God; “Therefore, repent
and live.”

s [EREEE! BAZHRIBARC! [HHE - FE!
God says: “Turn! Why die? I am not pleased when you die. Turn and live
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Isn’t it interesting! Reformed theology does not preclude an invitation to people to come to the
Savior! Look at the leading evangelists who believe and preach the doctrine of election through
history: Paul, the Puritans, George Whitefield, Charles Spurgeon, Stephen Tong! If we truly
understand the Bible, we will see that the doctrine of God’s eternal election actually gives a true
impetus to evangelism, a foundation and motivation for evangelism which is based on truth.

- B o @A ENEME ED) -

4. Justification. It is a legal (forensic) act: a legal declaration.

HESPAEHH AL BAFE—EAFENA GERAARIL: FRAEFHERTEY
FRELRET -

God pronounces my new status: I am no longer a guilty sinner. The guilt (iniquity) which I had
before God has been removed.

2 Rom. 3:25-26
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whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate
His righteousness, because in the forebearance of God He passed over the sins previously
committed;

for the demonstration, I say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

HEAEN > EISHY) ARz (BH) -

God is just and the justifier (gracious).

BB SRR -
God is justifier: that is grace.
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But God is just: in what sense is God “just” in this context?
(—) EBEA T IR(E: HisERRE TS -
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(o) HRFE B EEIER E8) 4T -
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(a) Jesus paid the full price.

(b) The Holy Spirit gave me new birth.

(c) God re-constituted me righteous.

(d) Now God pronounces me righteous.

(e) God imputes to me Christ’s righteousness. Paul and James do not contradict.

T o WA (BRRTHRYSEL) ©

5. Adoption: God receives us as his sons (children).

Zf 8:14-17
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For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of

,’7

adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abbal Father!
The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God.

and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with Him.

7N o BCEE -

6. Sanctification

ERGEENE - FIERMIEIESE - mFE A 7> MEHE -

The Holy Spirit enables me to say “Nol” to sin, and to say “Yes!” to God.

BB ER AR
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The 3 differences about a Christian:

(a) a Christian is honest about sin;

(b) a Christian knows what to do about sin — turn to the cross; and
(c) a Christian makes progress out of sin.

@ B4 CEEZEET) °)
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7. Perseverance.

EEIR T MRS > S EEEENA - (RTMMAEAEEEEIKE -
The Holy Spirit keeps everyone whom God chooses, who is in Christ: the Holy Spirit keeps
him/her in Christ forever.

Zf Rom. 8:29, 30
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For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son,
so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;

and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and
these whom He justified, He also glorified.

] John 10:28, 29

BB MFIAE - fFTRART - AR T EEfIES -
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and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My
hand.

My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of
the Fathet’s hand.

E BEIEEIRT “EENKEBEZR WEES %
Note: “The doctrine of the perseverance of the saints” is not the same as “the doctrine of the
eternity security of the believer.”

I\ o FSRNE -

Glorification:

HIEEBER A - FERE - FORFAE—EHHY > SHRASES -

TEARAR » BT

When I die, I go to where Jesus is. In heaven, I will have a new body, there will be a new heaven,
and a new eatth.
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PERSPECTIVES ON THE DOCTRINE OF
UNION WITH CHRIST

& Introduction
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Sometimes, Christians conceive of “union with Christ” only in terms of a private, sweet, spiritual,
mystical relationship — many of evangelical “gospel songs” express this sentiment, e.g. “I come to
the garden alone”, “Jesus is the sweetest name I know”, etc. It is an image of a very ideal condition
of our walk with God.

(b) HELECEFERE T BHELCEE & | (union with Christ) 1 " BAELEIAHAZ | (communion with
Christ) W {EE R F—3K © &% (communion — SN EIFEEE) FJLUSEEAMES, B
TErHHTEE, (EAEIERIMIE BIRRE: AFR “BEAERS -

Other Christians confuse “union with Christ” with “communion” — “communion” is related to our
regular exercises of personal devotion to and intimacy with Christ, in prayer, meditation on God’s
Word, discipline in Christian character, etc. “Communion” is not the same as “union.”

(o) ¥ EEPTEAVEEEGR, 18 T EEERS ) SRpcE—H THE, , TRERAEE
BB GHRER ) T, BB

For these Christians, it may be a little difficult to approach “union with Christ” as a theological

subject matter. The “theology” or “doctrine” of union with Christ may sound a little too academic.

s — T, EEERMTEE T TEAERRS ) BEER A AR
I ask that these Christians be patient with us as we explore the different perspectives we should keep
in mind as we think about our union with Christ.

1. kIEEARE: JEYTES ETERNAL PERSPECTIVE: GOD’S DECREE
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4 HEVEHE, ERMEERERSIIEE -

The foundation for our union (relationship) with Christ is the fact that, in eternity, God has decreed

to choose/elect us (his elect people) “in Christ”, that is, “in union with Christ” (Ephesians 1:3-

4). God has planne din eternity to unite us with Christ.

E B () A THEAEE ) B, OB T BRI A E
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ote: Every time the New Testament uses the phrase “in Christ,” we can safely assume that i
Note: Every time the New Test t the ph “in Christ,” tely that it
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means: “as we are united with Christ,” “in union with Christ,” etc. It is a rich phrase heavily loaded
with doctrinal/spiritual meaning.

2. (BJE) ESRAVAEE: RUBHIBEL
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: ACCOMPLISHMENT OF REDEMPTION
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God’s eternal decree concerning our union with Christ, is implemented — salvation is accomplished
— by the historical facts of Christ’s incarnation, life, death, resurrection and ascension. These

historical facts are the climax of all that God has accomplished in the history of redemption (from
OT to NT).
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The historical facts of Christ’s accomplishment of salvation also form a “foundation” for our union
with Christ. Paul says that if Christ was not risen physically, our faith is in vain (I Cor. 15:1-20;
21ff). Now of course, our faith/trust does not rely on these historical facts alone (we trust in
Christ!); but without these facts of Christ accomplishing redemption, we will not have true

salvation. Our salvation depends on these facts.

3. BERETREBRVAE: AERIBRE
BIBLICAL-THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE: COVENANTAL/FEDERAL UNION
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The historical facts of Christ’s work (incarnation, life, death, resurrection, ascension) are not “brute
facts”. They are pre-interpreted (OT and NT) and post-interpreted (NT) by God in Scripture. So
we come to know and understand these historical facts as pre-interpreted facts (pre-interpreted by
God). In Scripture, the doctrine of the person and work of Christ is couched in the context of
God’s dealings with his people.

LY (B &, WEERAR S, WOMMERF, 4224 "4, (covenany
AREARE - T4, JrREEREBIGHT IR - fE8r4y (B4E) A, EAREEmE R
TERUEHI A CEER) BB HEL T RED ) (kingdom) Ry R

In the Old Testament, “covenant” was the main theme of God’s relationship with his chosen
people. In the New Testament, “kingdom” was the main theme of Christ’s proclamation
concerning his relationship with the people he came to save.



T T4, BUE TRE, , O RHERYEER? MEREAE NERTEHY,
ELURE - Nit, ERIETEZ "4y, M Egifa s " B2 4] - ” ) Whether in the
“covenant” or in the “kingdom”, how does God deal with his people? In holiness and in
righteousness, of course; but most evidently, God deals with them in grace. Therefore, this
covenant in God’s redemptive plan is called “the covenant of grace” by theologians.

FEEE, MEfrvERS, " RFIERFRATR, REFERMEIN - StEmEs
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In the Old Testament, God’s pronouncement of grace and love is made when he says, “You shall be
my people, I shall be your God.” This is God’s Old-Testament-way of saying, “I love

you.” (Exodus 19:5-6; I Peter 2:9).

In the New Testament, Jesus says “I love you” with statements like: “I shall be with you always,” “I
in you, you in me,” etc.

Y T4y BYHLOELE AR/ 5 - JHVEY, TreRBtRYE BRI -

The heart of the covenant is God’s grace/love. The form of God’s grace is the covenant.

R Z A, EHEREE B RAVEE, ZHRE MR - 2, HEREER
HIFERRAY T & 2 T B{FE | (federal/covenant head and representative) o FEZEAYIE
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In the covenant of grace, Jesus Christ is the head of his people. Jesus is the representative of his
people. Jesus Christ, in other words, is the federal (covenant) head and representative of his

people. By his obedience, his people receive grace (which abounds to many), are justified, and live
(as kings) forever (Romans 5:15-21).

HATAESR, ToI#EE KRG EE

We consider the following to be rough equivalents:

BN T4y, = Hm T RE
OT “covenant people” = NT “kingdom”

B = SExe [ yESE
"4y, = TEEEES ) = T1EE L = TRHEZEY,
“Covenant” = “law and gospel” = “gospel” = “covenant of grace”
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Therefore, our union with Christ is that of “covenantal union.” We cannot understand our union
with Christ without understanding the terms and conditions of the covenant, all of which were
sovereignly and unilaterally laid down by God himself.
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“Covenant” allows us to understand both the unilateral, sovereign designs of God, and the human
responsibility which God requires of us. It helps us understand that our relationship with Christ is
both individual/personal and corporate — as we are united with Christ, we are also united with his
people, his body the Church.

4. BEENVNTENARE: BEOHS, BB
THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: SPIRITUAL/MYSTICAL UNION
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It is specifically the Holy Spirit who unites us with Christ in human experience. The Spirit re-births
(regenerates) us, so that we can enter the kingdom of God. The Spirit grants us the gifts (graces) of
repentance and faith. The Spirit is the Spirit of adoption, testifying in our hearts and with our
hearts, that we are children of God. Etc. Therefore, our “union with Christ” is a “spiritual

union.” The word “spiritual” refers to the fact that it is the Holy Spirit’s work which brings about
the union.
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“Spiritual” also means that our union with Christ is not a mere “physical” union. We do not have to
climb onto a wooden cross and hang there for 6 hours, in order to feel more intimate with Jesus
(every year, some devout Catholic believers in Latin America and the Philippines do do thatl). Our
relationship with Christ is “sealed” by the sealing of the Holy Spirit. Indeed, the Holy Spirit IS our
seal and pledge.

5. AEBANRLER
THE CORE MEANING OF UNION WITH CHRIST

BECEB SO ES, A EE, BAVEREDE - FEAEE, HEEEEE -
The core meaning of “union with Christ,” is to die with Christ in Christ, and to rise from the dead
with Christ in Christ.

6. BEHES, EENES, EA GRE) (e
MYSTICAL/REAL/PERSONAL/INDIVIDUAL UNION
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Even though our relationship is “spiritual,” it is very real. It is not imaginary, it is not a relationship
produced by our feelings. Itis a fact that, the Holy Spirit baptizes God’s elect people, and unites
them with Christ. Our union with Christ is very real.
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It is experienced as a mystical, personal, real union. “Mystical” means “mysterious” — after we
surrender our reason to the Holy Spirit’s control, and try to understand God’s powerful, wonderful,
gracious work for us and in us, after we surrender our will and heart to trust, obey, worship and love
God all our lives, there is still much which we do not understand.

TIRERUEE R o ) BEAMEERMRER, EHEaiEk, 80
“Theology is doxology.” (Edmund P. Clowney, former president, Westminster Seminary.) Mystery
drives us to worship God in awe and wonder.
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However, we must guard against mysticism. “Mystery” and “mysticism” are totally

different. “Mysticism” means: in order to know God, we must bypass our minds (Yuan Zhiming:
reason is original sin; original sin consists of reason; we must be saved from our reason), or bypass
our minds, hearts and wills (Watchman Nee, Witness Lee) and use our intuition. Faith, then, is
exclusively a matter of intuition: faith excludes the use of the mind, emotions and will. Faith is
devoid of mind, emotions and will.

This is not Christianity according to the Bible!
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Westminster Confession, Chapter 18
THE ASSURANCE OF GRACE AND SALVATION
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1. Although hypocrites and other unregenerate men may vainly deceive themselves with false
hopes and fleshly presumptions that they are in God’s favor and in a state of salvation (a), this
hope of theirs will perish (b). Nevertheless, those who truly believe on the Lord Jesus, love
him sincerely, and strive to live in all good conscience before him, may in this life be certainly
assured that they are in the state of grace (c) and may rejoice in the hope of the glory of God,
a hope that shall never make them ashamed (d).
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EKIES Matthew 7:22-23
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A== I John 2:3
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4JESE 1 John 3:14,18-19, 21,24
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(d) 28 53 Romans 5:2, 5
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2. This certainty is not merely a conjectural and probable persuasion grounded on a fallible
hope (e), but an infallible assurance of faith, founded on the divine truth of the promises of
salvation (f), on the evidence in our hearts that the promised graces are present (g), (and) on
the fact that the Spirit of adoption witnesses with our spirits that we are God’s children
(h). The Holy Spirit, by whom we are sealed for the day of redemption, is the pledge of our
inheritance (i).

(e) F{HAKE Hebrews 6:11, 19
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() F{AZEE Hebrews 6:17-18
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3. This infallible assurance does not so belong to the essence of faith but that a true believer
may wait long and contend with many difficulties before he partakes of it (k). Yet, because
he is enabled by the Spirit to know the things which are freely given to him by God, he may —
without any extraordinary revelation — attain this assurance by a proper use of the ordinary
means (I). Itis therefore the duty of everyone to be very diligent in making certain that God
has called and chosen him (m). By such diligence his heart may grow in peace and joy in
the Holy Spirit, in love and thankfulness to God, and in strength and cheerfulness in the duties
which obedience to God requires — the proper fruits of this assurance (n). Thus it is far from
inclining men to carelessness (0).
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4. True believers may have the assurance of their salvation shaken, diminished, or temporarily
lost in various ways: as by negligence in preserving it, by falling into some special sin which
wounds the conscience and grieves the Spirit, by some sudden or violent temptation, or by
God’s withdrawing the light of his countenance and allowing even those who reverence him
to walk in darkness and have no light (p). Yet, true believers are never completely deprived
of that seed of God and life of faith, that love for Christ and fellow believers, that sincerity of
heart and conscience concerning duty, out of which — by the operation of the Spirit — this
assurance may in due time be revived (q); and by which, in the meantime, they are supported
from utter despair (r).
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WHAT EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS TO KNOW (Book Summary)
(On Sin and Mortification)
John Owen

PART ONE - TEMPTATION — 5 — S5

I. The Savior’s warning against temptation F FRERBH SRRV E &
Every Christian must constantly be on guard against temptation ZEE VN TEFEHHEHEE, £20
IR ©
To ‘Fall into temptation’ is to experience temptation in its most powerful and dangerous
form. “H AU BB GEFEAES, ERERILE -
To avoid being harmed by such an experience of temptation the believer must learn to ‘watch

and pray’. ZHERASERERPAVEM, EELFE “MlEES o7
Two types of temptation [y fEHzRFF :

1. The good kind that God uses is trial; it is also called test.

FfESHEH, MRS SR ERME L -
a.  Why does God test? 1l (T TEFE B T?

i.  Helps believers to know about his spiritual health.
HEEMTREERE CIBEAERI -
1. Either he is encouraged by fruits that God produced, or
EHEEATE RMEM S EEE R TS sdE,
2. He becomes alert of the weaknesses that are manifested. Ff <&
ERECHHEFLMEES -
i.  Helps believer to know more about God HiEEE
woaR (! ©
Learn that we can only handle things through the grace of God.

R MERE, MG AEs, MESEHHY L -

b.  Ways of testing SRV [E] =

i.  God tests people by giving duties that are beyond their
own resources. G —LLFTIE, FSHFRMATEEER -

.  God tests people by permitting them to suffer for their
faith.
HEFHERE MM EMNZE, SR -

iii.  God tests believers by allowing them to meet false

teachers or false teaching. Tests the believer’s loyalty toward God.

e (S TE I ) R B SRR, SREUR(STE -
FhEEAHIEL -



2. The evil kind of temptation that Satan uses. 55 _fEAIRESER, KEHUE -

a.  Designed to lead a person to sin, and God is never the author of that.

SR ERE RS FAETEIEIE - e ek -

b.  Who are the tempters? iR A?
i.  The devil B

Puts evil or blasphemous thoughts into one’s mind.
FEFAIHY L B E AL B ER T A
One has sinned only if he believes, and ponders these thoughts.
HFEE, BIREEEEER, 125t -

ii. The world (including worldly people) H5 (F#HEH:
OPN )

The devil often uses the bait of some attraction of the world to

persuade a person to sin. J&E bg. 5 At SR Ay FEFEIR 5 [{EEH -
iii.  The flesh (i.e. selfish desire) AFs (HIKAIERE)
Devil works through a person’s desires in order to tempt him.

JBL SR FH IR PIVRR S AR AT

Christian, on guard! Temptations bring great harm. A major aim of temptation is to lead a
person into sin, which will harm the spiritual health of a believer.

EVERE, 205! SRR ANEGE - sl —EEZEVERE, sEs MR -8

SETEEEENE -
3. Varieties of temptation N [E]fEZHAAVEATR

a.  Anything that hinder to implementation of the will of God.

(AT RPE AT Y 5 BRI -

b. Anything that provokes or encourages a person to sin.

(TR, BB MIEZIUIRE -

Almost any desire could be a source of temptation. It is not sinful in
itself to want such things as an easy life, friends, a good reputation,
etc., but if one put them above the Lord, sin has knocked on the door.

A ATV AR AT RE S ARV - B LR - 404T
ARVATE, PR, FREE - ABUAREIUEE - A BE
BB e B R EL i s YA, FECEERMIAE T -

II. Temptation — handle with care! BREE - DMEFETEEHT

Ponder on the danger of temptation by considering two phrases in the New Testament.

BT QU BR A M B A8, S R E R



1. ‘To enter into temptation’ (Matthew 26:41). #E HEAG R (%j{% = 26: 41) -

a. When temptation gets past ‘the door’ and enters into ‘the room of our heart’, then
we ‘enter into temptation.

E RS ENTE, EATIRMOEER, RMEEEAGRKT -
b. It means to experience a usual degree of the captivating power of temptation. = &l
B EEARERERMTESHINE -

C. Itis easy to dismiss a salesman when he is knocking, but when he gets past the door,
it would be much harder.

HedH BORAE AP0, REMEERS S - T EMEFTE, eSS T -
d. Its sources E\IHEAYARE:
1. Satan’s power from the outside. fHUELEYN =
1. By intimidation. #7538 ZL0
E.g.: Deny Christ, or die! #I]: Rl EHE, FAZIE!

2. Byattraction FEiEI5]
.  Indwelling sin’s power (sinful desire) from the inside.

fREFAMIERE . NEAVIRCTERE) IR -

1. It is like a traitor who live inside of the human kind.
FLGAE A TSRV E B, -
2. It takes side with the tempter and persuades one to give in.

PR B H— 1, s E AR -

2. “The hour of temptation’ (Revelation 3:10). FAFERAVEEHEE (BURER 31 10
a. When the captivating power of temptation reaches the height of its strength. ‘&z,
RERFM EdH I EET SR -
b. Ways that brings temptation to its hour. FXERAN{R[ 2 Z ] = —Z]

1. When Satan frequently present the same temptation to one’s
mind to make it dull to that particular sin.

BUEAE A —(E AR MR SR, MZTRFLIEROA -

ii.  When a person is not respondmg to a brothet’s sin with
hatred, and pity toward that person, but with envy. & 55 "AZIERE, TR
2H
TREHIR, A HIUIRAIEE L, SMImE e -

fii.  When temptation is hidden by other considerations that are
good in themselves. E A PRIGRAEHIHIZ T 1 ELEFEATZLHH,
IEAERY ©
C. The time of the hour has come. E\FEHYIFZIE] T -
1. Whenever temptation presses on all sides (from within and
without) to gain the consent of the will to sin.
AR GEESh, U5 /\EER, ERMVETEEILSE -

ii.  When temptation combines the power of fear with the power

of attraction. P FH MRV R TELIR 5 YR —EAE T -



iii.  Note — When one enters into temptation, it is hard to get
out. When the time of temptation has come, it is almost impossible to get
out, except when God has given the strength to do so.
A —EAEAZIBSRAE R, SRR o sl PRAVEFZISRER R, 3
AR REELR, FRIEHR IR -

3. To avoid harm from the expetience of temptation.
WA At G N R PR SR T 2RI B

a. Need to watch WV/EENE
To watch means to be on guard, to take heed, to consider to strategy of the
enemies used to overwhelm you with temptation.
BIESUEYif, TR, FRENEEIRES, A EEr ki -

b. Need to pray W/Hf&ES
This is the means by which one can receive God’s help to watch as a person
should, and to resist Satan’s advances.
HATEESHAVEHBIOERE, ARER R HED, LRSS -

Cc. WATCH AND PRAY TO KEEP OUR SOUL FROM TEMPTATION.

WEEtRS, IRSTFERMPy L ERESR -



